10/ 10/ 2003

Si ngapore's statenent on case is ridiculous, says PM

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad reacted
strongly to a Singapore statenment that Ml aysia had taken the republic to
i nternational adjudication for provisional measures over the issue on
grounds which | acked nerit.

Commenting on a statenent issued by the republic that it will continue
its preparation to argue the merits of Ml aysia' s clains before the
tribunal to reject Malaysia's clains, he said.

"The suggestion is ridiculous. Until you take the case to arbitration,
you woul dn't know if you are right or wong. It is not about whether
Mal aysia wins or |oses the case at the tribunal, but nore inportantly
whether it was right or not for Singapore to undertake reclamati on works
at the Straits of Johor. Sometimes you win, sonetinmes you lose. That's the
essence of arbitration.”
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