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THE restructuring of the Ml aysia Tourism Pronotion Board, or Tourism
Mal aysia, that will be conmpleted by end of the year, involves between
RMBO

mllion and RML20 million in operational cost.

The cost, which represents 20 per cent to 30 per cent of the RWA00
mllion tourism allocation, includes itenms |like rentals and salaries.

The reorgani sati on exerci se, which began |ast year, comes 10 years
after
its previous restructuring in 1992, Tourism Ml aysia director-general
Dat uk Abdul | ah Jonid tol d Busi ness Tines.

He said that the restructuring exercise, which was approved by the
Public Services Departnment and the Treasury, would see an increase in
t he
nunber of staff and officers to 794 from 565.

"We are appointing marketing representatives in certain market areas
such as Cairo, Helsinki, Gslo, Copenhagen and Minich," Abdullah said,
adding that Tourism Ml aysia has some 30 offices abroad and are planning
to set up a few nore.

When tabling Budget 2004 |ast Friday, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohaned had said that the Ml aysia Tourism Pronotion Board
woul d
be restructured to undertake nore systematic and effective marketing and
conmuni cati on progranres.

Apart from having nore offices and staff, Tourism Ml aysia has added
t wo
new divisions to the existing nine in the body. The two are the Tourism
Services Division and the Industry Devel opnent Division.

Abdul | ah said that once the restructuring of the Malaysia Tourism
Pronmoti on Board as an organisation responsible for pronmotion is
conpl et ed
it will be in a better position to undertake pronotional and marketing
activities to increase tourist traffic into the country.

Since the |last reorganisation, tourist arrivals have increased 120.8
per
cent to 13.29 mllion last year from6.02 nillion in 1992

Tourism Malaysia is a statutory body established under the Ml aysia
Tourism Pronotion Board Act 1992. Its objective is to pronote Ml aysia
as
an outstandi ng tourist destination

"Through our activities, we attract the world' s attention to the
spl endour and beauty that is uniquely Ml aysian

"Utimately, our aimis to increase the nunber of foreign tourists to
Mal aysi a, extend the average length of their stay and, in doing so
i ncrease Mal aysia's tourismrevenue.

"W also aspire to develop donestic tourism while enhancing Ml aysia's
share of the convention nmarket," the Tourism Ml aysia website said.
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