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SMs to nmake full use of new neasures
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KUALA LUWUR, Thurs. - Small and nedium scal e entrepreneurs should make
full use of the opportunities provided to them under the RW.3 billion
package announced by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad

yest erday.

International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said
there were nmany programes which these entrepreneurs could benefit under
t he package.

"At present, there are many conplaints that it is difficult for these
entrepreneurs to obtain loans to run their businesses as there are various
procedures that they have to conply wth.

"But the procedure will be easier for them under the package and thus
all these entrepreneurs should make best use of it," said Rafidah Aziz
who is also Wanita Umo head after chairing the nmovenent's executive
council neeting at the party headquarters today.

She said this when asked to comment on Dr Mahathir's announcement of
four new strategies, containing 90 neasures, ained at generating economc
activities by nobilising donestic sources of growh while reducing the
country's dependence on the external sector

Raf i dah sai d the package contai ned several neasures which could help to
overcome the negative inpacts caused by Severe Acute Respiratory System
whi ch has j eopardi sed the tourism sector

"Al'l quarters should view the package positively as it provides an
i ncreased di sposabl e inconme apart from hel ping to overcone the various
econom ¢ problenms which we are facing."

Meanwhi l e, Wanita M C head Senator Jaya Parti ban said the novenent was
happy with the nove to allow Syari kat Perunahan Negara to buy 4,400 units
of conpleted but unsold apartnments at 20 per cent discount and rent it out
to single nothers at RM6O per nonth.

"This announcenent is will benefit all single nothers. W have |ong been
fighting for houses for single nothers and we are happy with this nove

"At present, many single nmothers cannot afford to purchase houses due to
the high price. This will no longer be the case as under the package, the
houses rented will eventually be sold to them"”

She said the novenent during its annual general assenbly on May 4 passed
a resolution calling for the Government to set up a revolving fund to
provide financial assistance to single nothers to buy houses
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