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W need a master plan for social progress

J.D. Lovrenciear
THE country has done remarkably well under the |eadership of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad these [ast 20 years

The sheer determination to bring econom c devel opnent to the country can
be seen from the numerous success stories that Ml aysians can be proud of.
The super structures, conparable to anything in the world, and state-of-
the-art facilities are just some of the many exanples of sound | eadership
and econonm c wel |l - bei ng.

However, we have | agged behind in social progress

This deterioration of social capital is no fault of the |eadership. All
of us Ml aysians nust take responsibility for failing values and declining
soci al standards.

The rising crime rates, the unchecked dadah nenace, corruption in the
public and private sectors, the inconsistent enforcement of governnent
policies and |aws, gangsterism and the political dichotony between parties
- all of these point to an urgent need for corrective measures.

Wth only about 17 years nore to Vision 2020, we do not have the |uxury
of time to play with.Unless we are successful in enriching our social
capital, any amount of econonic devel opnent will just crunble in the face
of the challenges of this century.

The worl d faces unprecedented challenges in the wake of an aggressive
wave of globalisation. Terrorism religious extremi sm borderless crines
and political bullying are some of the things we Ml aysians nust gear our
children to fight off.

Thus, it is inportant that we adults nmake a total effort to strengthen
the country's social capital

W need to nap out a naster plan that will be endorsed, supported and
subscribed to by every Ml aysian. It must becone the npbst inportant agenda
of the country from now.

Perhaps a good nonent to |aunch this agenda would be during the com ng
Merdeka cel ebrations. Rather than gloat over our successes, we should mark
the occasion with a resolute will to repair, build and innovate our
country's social capital

Mal aysi a Bol eh! Let us get cracking, for the |egacy we |eave nust be
wor t hwhi | e.
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