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Sol di ers urged to buy houses
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KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Sol diers should take advantage of the Governnent's
new econom ¢ package to buy houses.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today that the new
package announced by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
yesterday was a golden opportunity for rank and file soldiers to own their
own homes at a cheap rate.

"We have al ways encouraged our soldiers to purchase at | east one house
before they retire," he said.

On the whole, he said, the new package was a positive step and would go
wel | toward strengthening the econony.

Naji b added, however, that for the plan to work, all quarters involved
nmust co-operate

He said banks and Government agencies should ensure that the funds
allotted should be distributed as quickly as possible follow ng the set
criteria.

As for the public, Najib said they should spend wisely to encourage the
positive growtn of the econony.

The Mnister was speaking after jointly chairing the 43rd Ml aysi a-Tha
General Border Conmittee (GBC) neeting together with Thai Defence M nister
Gen Thanmarak |sarangura at the Renai ssance Hotel in Jalan Anpang

Najib said there needed to be greater sharing of information between
Mal aysi an and Thai agencies for the sake of peace across the conmon border
as well as in the region.

"There needs to be greater co-operation between the two sides. The GBC
tal ked about joint patrols, standard operating procedures between the two
sides, the continuation of joint exercises.

"They also tal ked about having nore entry points along the comon
border," he said.

Najib said Ml aysia was al so concerned that militant groups were using
sout hern Thailand as a sanctuary.

"We cannot allow any of these groups to take sanctuary on either side of
the border. The Thai Defence Mnster has stated that Thailand is equally
comrmitted to solving this problem™ he added.

On the Indonesian Governnent's mlitary canpai gn agai nst the Free Acheh
Moverrent (GAM) and its repercussions, Najib said his Mnistry was keeping
an eye on the situation.

"This is entirely an internal and donestic problem for |Indonesia. So far
there has not been any spillover effect, in ternms of refugees, but we are
monitoring the situation,” he said.

Earlier, Najib told the GBC that in the wake of the United States-|ed
invasion of lragq, the world had fallen into a period of uncertainty where
terrori sm was concerned.

This, coupled with the fight against the Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome, should strengthen the GBC s resolve to "expeditiously and firmy
deal with any form of security threat, be it frominternal or externa
sources".

Meanwhi | e, Thamarak said investigations into two arned attacks in
southern Thailand in the past nonth were carried out by bandits and not
terrorists.

"These people are still in southern Thailand and we are getting arrest
warrants for them"



Thai authorities had earlier claimed that the armed groups which carried
out the attacks had crossed the border from Mal aysi a.

Mal aysi a and Thailand take turns in hosting the annual GBC neeting.

Anong the Mal aysi an nmenbers of the GBC who were present at the neeting
were Defence Mnistry secretary general Tan Sri Hashim Meon, Arned Forces
chi ef Mohd Zahi di Zai nuddin, Deputy |nspector-General of Police Datuk Seri
Mohd Bakri Omar, Arned Forces chief of staff Lt Jen Datuk Adenan Mhanad
Zain and Mlitary Intelligence director general Lt Jen Datuk Paduka Van

Abu Bakar Omar.
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