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Sout hern Gateway in the linelight for nega projects

Ravi Nambi ar

IT is all happening in Johor now The nation's attention is now focused on
Johor as it carves a niche as the nunmber one spot for "mega projects" in
the country.

Johor Baru has taken the linelight with a series of spectacul ar
infrastructure projects designed to turn it froma city into a nodern
metropolis.

At last count, sone RMRO billion in Federal, State and private
i nvestments had al ready been commtted on projects - scheduled to
materialise within the next three to five years.

The shape of things to cone has stirred great excitenent anong
politicians, businessnen and ordinary citizens in Johor.

For years, they have watched with envy as Johor Baru - the Southern
Gateway to Mal aysia - was skipped by the political nmasters and deci sion
makers as Kuala Lunpur, Putrajaya, Langkawi and Penang stole the
l'inmelight.

But now, the focus has shifted to Johor and the projects earnmarked are
equal Iy grandi ose and awe inspiring

Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman said the rapid structural
changes under way would |ift Johor Baru from the status of a backwater
town to a boomcity.

"It is going to be a radical transformation," he cautioned, adding that
Johor Baru was destined to becone the next new commercial and financial
hub of the south.

And the flagship of these changes will be the Southern Integrated
Gateway (SIG - a spectacular RM3.26 billion project that will conpletely
alter Johor Baru's skyline and | andscape.

To be ready by early 2006, the project conprises a signature el evated
1.4km bridge that will partially replace the existing Causeway, which has
been the main node of land and rail transport between Johor Baru and
Si ngapore for over 80 years.

Costing a whopping RML billion, the bridge shaped |ike a harp and
including a special swing rail bridge, is scheduled for conpletion by
Decenber 2005

Anot her key feature of this developnent is the building of a RM2. 26
billion Custons, Inmmigration and Quarantine (ClQ conplex, which will be
conpleted two nonths before the bridge is conpleted

Ghani said the SIG devel opment was significant on two counts.

"Firstly, it will open up the Tebrau Straits for recreational boating
and other water sports activities. Mre inportantly, because of the sheer
scope and grand design of the bridge, it will propel and help position

Johor Baru as a mmjor international Gateway to Ml aysia."”

Yet another anbitious project, which will conplenent the SIG is the
Danga Bay Devel opnment coming up just a stone's throw from the existing
Causeway.

Stretching from Tanjung Puteri to Danga Bay, this mixed ultranodern
recreational, commercial and residential project is coming up along the
popul ar Lido Beach in Johor Baru

To be devel oped in phases over 15 years, the nmassive project spread over
562ha of waterfront land at the estuary of three rivers fronting the
Tebrau Straits - Sungai Danga, Sungai Skudai and Sungai Melayu - is an
integrated lifestyle devel opnent.



It is designed to becone a city within a city, with an exclusive
residential enclave, a financial centre, a shopping and commercial belt
and a host of tourist attractions.

"The Danga Bay devel opnent concept is unique in that it is
designed to transform Johor Baru's popular Lido Beach into a top-notch
fam ly holiday and tourist destination.

"I't will nmake up for the dearth of social anenities and public
facilities in the state capital," said Danga Bay Sdn Bhd (DBSB) director
Kamarul Ariffin Sul ai man.

"More than half of the designated land area will conprise public areas
and green zones. This is what makes the project so unique,"” he said.

DBSB is the devel oper of Danga Bay, although the project itself will be
jointly-managed by Ekovest Bhd and Penbi naan Li nbongan Setia (PLS) Bhd.

The Johor Governnent's involvenent in the project is through its
devel opment arm - Kunpul an Prasarana Rakyat Johor (KPRJ) - which is the
| andowner. KPRJ al so has a 25.7 per cent equity in PLS.

To date, the residential parcel of the Danga Bay Devel opnent has al ready
been conpleted and sold, while work will soon comrence on the RM200
mllion Festive Street Mall.

Schedul ed for opening by 2006 or early 2007, it will conprise a 31-
storey shopping mall offering sone 1.2 mllion sq ft of retail space.

Also incorporated in this phase of the developnent is a serviced
apartnment, a 200,000 sq ft convention centre and a 300-room hotel.

The project nasterplan further features a cruise ship and ferry terninal
with full CQ facilities. This will conplenent the el evated Gerbang
Perdana bridge at the existing Causeway.

"The idea is to deploy cruise ships and possibly even hovercrafts, that
will be able to ply through the new Causeway bridge to Pulau Tioman and
beyond on the east coast or to Mal acca on the western side of Johor," he
expl ai ned.

Danga Day, when fully developed will also feature a water thene park, a
marina with its own exclusive yacht club and and a host of other
commercial and public attractions.

Then there is Senai.

Under a Federal CGovernnent plan, Senai airport is to be transformed into
a major logistics hub to conplenent the Port of Tanjung Pelepas in Gelang
Pat ah.

The plan calls for the buyout of Senai airport by Senai Airport Term nal
Services Sdn Bhd (SATS) - a conpany closely |inked to business tycoon Tan
Sri Syed Mokhtar Al -Bukhary.

When realised, it will see the entire stretch from Senai to PTP energe
of a super growth corridor conplete with with transportation, |ogistics,
bunkering and rel ated services.

At nearby PTP, exciting developnent is also taking shape, including the
bui |l ding of a new petrochenical conplex, a coal-fired power generating
plant, as well as world-class warehousing and related facilities.

Another RML.2 billion project is also taking shape _ a new hi ghway and
bridge to provide fast and convenient road |ink between the western and
eastern coasts of Johor.

Call ed the East-Wst Hi ghway, it is being spearheaded by Konsortium KPRJ
Rancak Bistari Sdn Bhd, which is associated with the Ranhill G oup.

Construction works have comenced. The 75km highway will [ink Universiti
Teknol ogi Malaysia in Senai with Desaru, bypassing the Pasir Gudang
Hi ghway.

The project also includes a RW00O million bridge across Sungai Johor
from Kong Kong on the west to Teluk Sengat in Kota Tinggi.
Then, there is the RMBOO million that will be needed to build a 48km



four-1lane highway |inking Johor Baru to Pasir Gudang - the industrial
showcase of Johor.

Al these projects will undoubtedly change the face of Johor in the
coning years. It would bring Johor Baru closer to other cities in the
First World.

It is reassuring to know that the Federal Government is comitted and
determined to bring it all to pass. Especially when Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad pledged on Valentine's Day this year: "For the
sake of Johoreans, we wll spend".
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