04/ 09/ 2003

Speaki ng up for the South

PRESI DENT Thabo Moeki has taken Sout h- South co-operation to new heights -
not just by coming to Malaysia again after six nonths, but by his very
significant pronouncenent in this latest visit that Kuala Lunpur play
chanpi on of the developing nations at the coming Wrld Trade Organisation
m nisterial neeting in Cancun, Mexico. Coming from the |eader of South
Africa which, in its ow right, is a big country and certainly a |ot
richer and nore influential than nmany others in the devel oping world, the
comment shoul d renpve doubts, especially from the Wst, about whether
there can be genuine trust and co-operation anong certain countries of the
Sout h. And about who should | ead whom

What Moeki is saying is what all the other |eaders of devel opi hg nations
shoul d be saying, even privately - that it is a question of what is being
done in their interests and not so nuch by whom In this case, the
President is right to point out that Malaysia, as the current chairman of
the Non- Aligned Mowvenent, should play that role. South Africa was in that
seat before this.

There are far too many problens besetting devel oping countries that need
to be addressed at the WO neet. For instance, the tying up of |abour
i ssues to trade and econonmic matters which has persistently bogged down
di scussions in the past needs to be tackled. Myeki, through his neeting
with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, has opened the way
forward by acknow edgi ng the need for Ml aysia and South Africa to have
continuing discussions to effectively bring up the views of devel oping
countries.

South Africa, which exports gold and di anbnds, anobng other things,
accrues a higher gross donestic product than Malaysia. And its popul ation
is twice that of Malaysia's. But the close bilateral and econonmic ties
forged between the two countries since the dismantling of South Africa's
apartheid regi ne have brought enormous nutual benefits. Malaysia, for
instance, is now the third |largest foreign investor in South Africa,
playing a big role in the petroleum teleconunications and human resource
devel opnent initiatives.

Toget her, the two countries can work to unite the devel oping nations. In
the final analysis this kind of collaboration will be a win-win fornula
for international trade in the face of globalisation.



	Speaking up for the South (NST 04/09/2003)

