27/ 03/ 2003
Special unit to nanage DTC

Suj at ani Poospar aj ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - A special unit will be set up to manage the rebuilt
Dewan Tunku Canselor in Universiti Milaya which was gutted in a fire
nearly three years ago, UM Vice-Chancellor Professor Datuk Dr Anuar Zaini
Ml Zain said today.

"Wth the up-to-date facilities and equi pnent, there now needs to be a
special unit to oversee and nmanage the various aspects of DIC, including
mai nt enance, finance and scheduling," he said.

He said due to the generous contributions towards the DIC Restoration
Fund initiated by the New Straits Tines and funds collected from UM canpus
fund, the DTC had been restored to its fornmer glory.

"UMis very grateful to the NST for setting up the DTC Restoration Fund
spont aneously just tw days after news of the fire was reported,” he said
at the cerenony to close the DIC Restoration Fund account at UM today, Dr
Anuar Zaini said the canmpus fund was still ongoing and collection stood at
RMB15, 099. 40.

"This is an inportant event because there needs to be a finality to the
hall project and we need to report to society that the contributions had
reached the fund.

"DTC was rebuilt beginning March 23 |ast year and is now equi pped with
state-of-the-art technology in audio and visual systens, new electrical
Wi ring and air-conditioning systems, snpke and notion detectors, and
sprinklers and al arm system "

Anuar Zaini said the cause of the fire was believed to have been worn-
out wiring and overuse, and the authorities had rul ed out arson.

"The hall's traditional designs have been nmaintained with sone
additional facilities."

He said UM was al so rebuilding DIC s Experinental Theatre which was not
affected by the fire.

Quoting NST group editor Datuk Ahmad A. Talib in his colum dated July
1, 2001, titled Let's rebuild Dewan Tunku Cansel or together, The New
Straits Tines Press (M Bhd financial controller Syed Faisal Albar said it
was NST's social duty to launch the restoration canpaign to rebuild an
institution that nmany appreciated.

"NST received the first contribution of RVM600 from Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on July 1, 2001, and the last from Barisan
Nasi onal of RM2O, 000," he said.

Syed Faisal later presented a cheque for RW31,402.79 to Dr Anuar Zaini.

Restorati on fund co-ordinating comm ttee chai rnan Dat uk Nordi n Razak,
faculty deans and directors as well as senior chancellory officers
wi t nessed the event.
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