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Spl endi d Nusantara craft

Syida Lizta Amirul [|hsan

FEAST your eyes on handicraft from Ml aysia and |ndonesia at the Kual a
Lunpur Craft Conplex in Jalan Conlay which is having a "Nusantara Craft"
pronotional fair until Sunday.

Organi sed by the Ml aysian Handicraft Devel opment Corporation and
Associ ation of Exporters and Producers of Indonesian Handicraft (ASEPH ),
the fair was |aunched by Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, wife of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Tuesday.

Dr Siti Hasmah said the fair was a good opportunity for |ocal and
I ndonesi an craftsnmen and entrepreneurs to learn from one another.

She said handicraft making was a thriving industry in |Indonesia.
However. in Malaysia, where it is not as devel oped, nore should be done to
make the craft sector an inmportant contributor to the country's econony.

"Maybe | ndonesia can help us in production, marketing, expertise as well
as techni ques and technol ogy,"” she added.

Al so present were ASEPH head Rudy Lengkong, Entrepreneur Devel opnent
M ni ster Datuk Seri Mhaned Nazri Abdul Aziz and its secretary-genera
Dat uk Zaki ah Hashim Kraftangan Ml aysia chai rman Datuk Masti ka Junai dah
Husi n and director-general Zakiah Ahnad

Forty I ndonesian and 100 Mal aysi an craft entrepreneurs are taking part
in the exhibition. One of them Johan Masruhan of CV Sarana Jati Perkasa
Semarang, Central Java, produces decorative itens from wood, nostly teak

The handnade itens are in the form of vehicles like trishaws, Harley
Davi dsons, planes and helicopters, sone with novable tyres and doors that
can open and cl ose.

For textiles, the Zainal Songket stall offers songket for both nen and
worren. Its owner Zainal Ariffin said songket is one of the handicraft
Pal enbang is fanous for.

"They can be used as sarong, scarves and tanjak (headgear for nen) and
worn for weddings and formal functions," he said. Fifty pieces are on
display at his stall with prices ranging from RML, 000 to RV, 000 per
pi ece.

Anong activities held in conjunction with the fair are a heritage
exhi bition, bazaar, Malaysian and |ndonesian traditional musical and dance
performances. There are al so denpbnstrations on pottery and kite-naking as
wel | as rattan and pandan-weavi ng. The exhibition is open from9amto 9pm
daily. For details, call 03-21627459 or 03-21627533.
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