07/ 08/ 2003

Sports events identified to hel p boost tourism

MALACCA, Wed. - The State CGovernnent has identified sports activities
organi sed here which can help increase the nunber of visitors and boost
tourismin Ml acca, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mhd Ai Rustam said.

Citing statistics, he said 2.97 mllion tourists visited the state |ast
year, an increase of 15.8 per cent conpared to 2001.

As for this year's figures, he said 1.49 million people arrived here
until June, an increase of 9.8 per cent conpared to the sane period | ast
year.

"This is very encouragi ng and we hope the nunber of tourists wll
continue to increase, especially if nore sports events are held in
Mal acca," the Chief Mnister said in his speech when officiating at the
18th Piala Perdana badm nton tournament at Mni Bistari Stadium Ayer
Keroh here today.

The four-day event will see wives of elected representatives fromthe
various States squaring off for the coveted trophy, Piala Perdana,
contributed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to close the tournanent and present prizes to
the wi nners on Saturday.

Present at the opening cerenony today were Bakti (the Wves of Mnisters
and Deputy Mnisters Charity and Wl fare Organi sation) president Datuk
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Bistari (Association of Wves of Ml acca
El ected Representatives) chairman Datin Seri Asnmah Abdul Rahman, State
Assenmbly speaker Datuk Amid Nordin and State Secretary Datuk Ahmad Rosli
Johari e.

A total of 12 associations are taking taking part.

They are from Perak, Perlis, Kedah, Penang, Selangor, Negri Senbil an,
Mal acca, Johor, Pahang, Sabah, Sarawak and Federal Territory.

Each teamis represented by 12 pl ayers.

Later, after the opening cerenpny, Dr Siti Hasmah, was presented with a
cake to cel ebrate her 47th weddi ng anni versary.
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