08/ 05/ 2003

PM to launch Mal aysia's Best |abe

PASIR PUTIH, Wed. - "Ml aysia's Best", the Agriculture Mnistry's | abel
for top-quality Ml aysian agricultural products, will be launched by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad next nonth.

Agriculture Mnister Datuk Effendi Norwawi said Ml aysia's Best would
stand for high quality with consumers assured of safety as they would be
guaranteed by the Agriculture Departnent.

"Only farnms that have been accredited under the Ml aysi an Farns
Accreditation Schene (Salam) will be allowed to carry the Malaysia' s Best
| abel .

"Farns taking part in the schene are nonitored for six nmonths to ensure
they follow the procedures.”

Speaking after visiting an agricultural products collection centre in
Gong Kulim yesterday, Effendi said Salam started about two years ago, had
about 300 farns taking part.

"We hope that at the tine of the |aunch next nmonth, 60 farnms will
receive accreditation."

He said the products would initially be launched locally with pronption
of the brand at international level to follow

The ministry has selected nmango, pineapple, starfruit, papaya and
waternmelon to carry the label in the early stages. It is carrying out a
RV million study to identify products and production areas via the
Federal Agriculture Marketing Authority.
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