01/ 10/ 2003

“Handover' of navy's first Super Lynx copter

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yesterday w tnessed the
cerenoni al handover of the Royal Ml aysian Navy's first Super Lynx 300
MK100.

The helicopter, with its advanced onboard avionics, is one of six Super
Lynx nmaritime helicopters purchased by the Defence Mnistry in Septenber
1999 from AgustaWestl and to enhance the fighting capabilities of the
navy's fleet.

Wth the acquisition, the navy has joined a select group of forces to
use the Lynx for their naval helicopter requirenents.

Anmong those present at the handi ng over cerenmony were Defence Mnister
Datuk Seri Najib Razak, navy chief Datuk Mohd Anwar Mohd Nor and
Agust aVeest | and managi ng director Alan J. Johnston

Dr Mahathir later spent sone tine in the cockpit of the helicopter and
was briefed on the avionics systemin the Super Lynx by AgustaWestl and
representatives.

Meanwhi | e, Johnston said the conpany had trained navy pilots in the
United Kingdom and had stationed two technical representatives, mechanica
and electrical, to provide further training to navy personnel in Lunut.

The representatives woul d be stationed at the naval base for a year

The AgustaWestland aircrew are al so providing the second phase of pil ot
training as well as the second phase of continuation training for the
Mal aysi an el ectrical, avionics and mechani cal engineers.

Five of the six Super Lynx helicopters have been delivered to the navy
while the sixth is being fitted with the Sea Skua gui dance missile system
in the UK

Johnston said the helicopter would be delivered to the navy in Cctober
next year. He said AgustaWestland had also initiated a | ong-term
partnership with seven conpanies in Ml aysia to devel op and enhance the
defence i ndustry here.

The five-year programre incorporating a range of high-technol ogy
projects are with Airod, Conposites Technol ogy Research Ml aysia (CTRM,
Def ence Sci ence and Technol ogy Centre, ME & O Fl eet Support, Sapura
Advanced Systemns, SME Aerospace and Zetro Technol ogy.
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