06/ 03/ 2003

State Cabinet neets for final time under outgoing Chief Mnister

KOTA KI NABALU, Wed. - The State Cabinet today net for the last tinme under
out goi ng Chief Mnister Datuk Chong Kah Kiat.

Chong will be on |eave fromtonorrow until his two-year term as Chief
M ni ster, under a unique system of rotating the post anmong the Mislim
Bum putera, non-Mislim Bum putera and Chi nese, ends on March 27.

Whil e Chong is on | eave, Chief Mnister-designate Datuk Miusa Aman wil |
be acting until he is sworn in as the new chief executive of the State
Gover nnent on March 28.

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, before |eaving
for the Organisation of the Islam c Conference energency summt in Doha,
Qatar, announced Musa as Chong's successor.

Chong, who is also Tourism Devel opnent, Environnment, Science and
Technol ogy M nister, said he would be making working trips to the
Phili ppines and China to pronote tourism and investnment in Sabah during
hi s absence.

Speaki ng at a post-Cabi net Press conference at his office here, Chong
described the transfer of power as snoboth and he expected all the State
mnisters to extend their full support and co-operation to Misa.

"Before the start of today's neeting, | congratul ated Miusa and expressed
hope that all State nministers will give himsolid support when he takes
over as Chief Mnister on March 28," he said.

Wth the exception of Local CGovernnent and Housing M nister Datuk Seri
Sal l eh Said Keruak who is on | eave and would only be back to work on March
8, all mnisters were present at the neeting.

Chong hoped that all levels of the State adninistration, the State
Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties and the people of Sabah would extend to
hi s successor the sanme support that they have extended to him

"I'n the past two years, the support and co-operation given to nme was
enornmous and | believe this will continue when Misa takes over as the new
Chief Mnister," Chong said.

Asked if he expected Miusa to nake a Cabi net reshuffle, Chong said it
was up to Miusa to decide on his team

"It (reshuffle) is not a problemin the BN. | feel when Miusa takes over,
he will decide on his teamto face the next State elections," said Chong.

On whether he would remain in his Cabinet post after his termas Chief
M ni ster had ended, Chong said if Misa needed him he was prepared to
serve.

"Whether or not | amin or out of the State Government, | will continue
to render ny services to the State.”

On whet her he expected Musa to continue policies introduced during his
termas Chief Mnister, Chong said there were bound to be changes whenever
a new Chief Mnister cane into office.

Chong said during his two-year tenure as Chief Mnister he was satisfied
with the result of his all-out war to rid the State of the perennial
problem of illegal immigrants, illegal |ogging and fish bonbing.
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