08/ 02/ 2003

Status of Bahasa Melayu not affected, says DBP chief

PENANG, Fri. - The teaching of Science and Mathematics in English in
school s should not be msconstrued as an attenpt to undermine the status
of Bahasa Mel ayu as the official |anguage of the country, Dewan Bahasa dan
Pust aka director-general Datuk A. Aziz Deranman said today.

He said such fears, especially anong sone Ml ays, including
intellectuals, were unfounded.

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhanmad has assured the people
that Bahasa Melayu will remain the nation's official |anguage.

"Bahasa Melayu will also remain the main nmedium of teaching in
government schools," he said after opening a two-day Konsas (Ml ay
literature) teaching and | earning senm nar at Universiti Sains Ml aysia
her e.

Present was USM vi ce-chancel |l or Prof Datuk Dzul ki fli Abdul Razak.

Aziz said the position of Bahasa Melayu as the national |anguage was
enshrined and guaranteed by the Constitution.

"Bahasa Mel ayu, English and other |ocal |anguages have their respective
roles in the nation's political and socio-econon c devel opnents.

"In fact, sonme of us had also raised our objections to the proposal to
teach the two subjects in English.

"However, we were convinced of its noble intentions after attending a
di al ogue with Dr Mahathir," he said.

DBP was constantly carrying out programres to pronote Bahasa Mel ayu as a
durabl e and viable |anguage for science, arts and literature.

The seninar, jointly organised by USMs schools of Education and Arts
Studi es and DBP, was attended by nore than 100 teachers from the northern
St at es.
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