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Staying united in an unequal world

A SOCIETY divided on class lines will certainly create tension and strife.
Sinmlarly, an unequal world with powerful nations exploiting the poorer
ones will sow discontent and hatred and will not bring world peace. Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad has again rem nded us of the grim
realities facing the world when he warned against the dangers of the rich
Eur opean countries pursuing their aggressive policies against poor
devel opi ng nati ons.

However, even though weaker nations seem hel pless they nust try to
protect thenselves. One way is for themto unite in fighting for their
cause as Dr Mahathir said at the d obal 2003 Smart Partnership
International Dialogue in Swaziland. That "Unity is strength" is true
today as it was in the past. Collectively, Third Wrld countries will have
a bigger voice in dealing with the West but individually they will have
little clout and nost |ikely be ignored.

G obalisation is here to stay. In principle, it is supposed to create a
better world because of conpetition, free markets and inproved efficiency.
But in reality globalisation is often used by the Wst to further their
own interests. They inplenent globalisation in a nmanner that allows their
conpanies to have unfettered access to Third Wrld nmarkets but the exports
of energing economies are faced with new restrictions. |f they threaten
the businessess and livelihood of the citizens of devel oped nations, rich
nations can use their political and econom c power to inpose their will on
the weaker nations. And if this fails they can deploy their superior
mlitary power to do the persuasion. The poor have to put up with these
i ndignities.

However, even faced with such overwhel m ng odds, the poorer nations nust
not give up their fight for justice and an equitable share of the world's
econonm ¢ cake. Third Wrld countries nust also strive to inprove their
econonmies with sound policies and institute good governance. People in the
richer West are in the mnority while the magjority of the world's
popul ation live in the Third Wrld. But the majority nust unite and stay
united if they want to see fairness.



	Staying united in an unequal world (NST 15/08/2003)

