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Stoking mnds with strokes

Sal eha Ali

BE it the infectious poco poco or the sensuous sal sa, he noves |ike a
gazelle at a social event. But there is nore to Luiz Allegretti's party
graces than neets the eye, and in the very sane nmanner, you have to | ook
beyond the literals when it conmes to judging his art works

On Tuesday, Italian/Brazilian Allegretti, an artist of high repute in
the European art scene, will have his first solo exhibition here titled
"Vanity: A Contenporary C assicalism Art and Phot ography Exhibition of
Grace, Elegance & Authority”

Bel yi ng the programmed concept of the line dance, the understandi ng of
Al legretti and "Vanity" at that requires a stepping out of the confines
of
a picture frane, so to speak. Not |east the powdering of one's nose

An artist who has noved fromtraditional oils to presentations in
multimedia in all of 20 years, he makes a vocation out of provoking mnd
sets, mainly.

Take some of his video works which controversially juxtaposes the
human
body in varied social situations.

"Art needs to provoke. It has to make people evaluate about what it is
about. And where it is going," he says.

"Vanity" in its superficial neaning is bound to strike a nmeasure of
askance and discordance, Allegretti reckons. But really, its neaning
stens
froma very inportant concept in many 17th-century \Wstern art pieces
about the fragility of life.

"It is also a reflection of how short life is. If such is its span,

t hen
the nessage is - do sonething (worthwhile)," he says

From that w de-ranging intepretation of the word, curator June
Baharuddi n has chosen authority, grace and el egance to carry the
exhi bition's concept through.

"Grace comes from God, its neaning is subline whereas el egance is not
just about having the right clothes and jewellery but about being hunman.
Authority, in the meantime, can be exercised in the best of manner. Al
of
these three words have a bearing that is universal."

Aside fromthe portraitures, Allegretti, whose forte is the
cont enpor ary
classicalism genre, has created pieces using nosaic (a material which is
comon to both Western and Eastern cultures) in gold and silver paint
interfaced with frosted glass frames bearing the word "vanity".

In keeping with the fusing of traditional and nodern art forms, the
i mges on nosaic are close to the disciplines of classical masters while
the finish is extremely contenporary.

An awesome piece is that of the Petronas Twin Towers done in gold
nosai c. Going back to the subject of provocation, Allegretti believes
t hat
even the building of nodern structures |like the towers nay have stemmed



froma need to stoke the ninds of Ml aysians.

"I believe that when Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had it built, he
want ed people to think, react."

On one of the subjects in his portraitures, he says that the
provocative
thrust of the shot was that amidst the regalia, the true jewel there is
the subject's snile.

Still, since interpretation is the prerogative of the audience, and if
vanity were to be taken literally, Ml aysia has plenty to crow about.
"lIts
peopl e are sonetines too hunble. It's time to be proud,"” he says, adding
that his personal nessage to Malaysia is it's time to strut her feathers
and be proud of her achievenents.

Al legretti's admiration for the country ("Malaysia' s econonmic growh
is
remar kabl e! She has the best restaurants around! | can live a sinilar
lifestyle here as | do in Paris!" he enthused) has spurred a need to do
t hi ngs on our shores.

In 2001, he collaborated with Ml aysi an nusicians and artists in a
mul tinedia stage presentation, Antara Senangat, at the National Art
Gallery in Kuala Lunpur.

"Vanity is an inportant exhibition for ne and | am proud to be here,”
says the man whose works have graced nuseuns in Europe as well as Latin
Ameri ca.

Wanting to further lend his expertise to help the art fraternity here
and satisfy an artistic soul that needs to explore and expand

Al l egrett
has plans to work on an original opera on Ml aysia next.
Still in its foetal stage, the show will possibly see himworking with
a
classical Ml aysian nusician residing in Brussels. It will reflect the

har noni ous cul tures here.

And then, there is possibly part two of Vanity which will feature the
Mal aysian man on the street and in the village. This, he hopes to bring
to
the Western world.

Li ke | said, |ine dances aside, this man noves. .

* This witer can be contacted at sal eha@stp.com ny
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