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Stop nmaki ng nonyet out of the people

A Kadir Jasin

IN THEI R eagerness to be seen as doing their jobs or being tough, sone
public officials - ministers and senior civil servants included - are
shooting thenselves in the foot, and, in the process, nmaking fools of the
peopl e.

It is all right if we feel |ike making nonkeys of ourselves once in a
while. Mnkeys are, after all, anong the nost nischievous of animals. They
are so fascinating that many people risk their lives and their bel oved
cars to stop by the roadside to feed them

But there is a limt to us making nonyet of ourselves, nore so if in
doi ng so, we make nonkeys of other people. W can say that this is a free
country and we, including mnisters, civil servants and witers, can nake
fools of ourselves if we want to.

But at the end of the day, we are answerable to our constituents, nore
so if one is an elected representative. The problem arises when a newy
el ected Yang Berhormat does not know what he or she ought to be doing, and
the veteran thinks he or she knows everything.

This brings us to the issue of the adoption of a comon el ectronic tol
collection (ETC) system for the nation's toll highways. In the June 16
2003 issue of this magazine, we congratul ated the Government for
eventual |y deciding on the adoption of Rangkaian Segar Sdn Bhd's Touch "n
Go system as the sole ETC system

Unfortunately, since missing the Jan 1, 2003 deadline, Wrks Mnister
Dat uk Seri S Sany Vel lu has been sending notorists on a wild goose chase.
First, he delayed it for six nmonths to July. \Wen the deadline canme, he
extended it by another nonth.

Then, on June 6, he told the Press that the inplenentation of the
st andardi sed ETC woul d be postponed for a whole year to July 1, 2004. It
would not conme as a surprise if during that period several nore changes
are nmade.

Thanks to him this scribe and other supporters of the system were nade
to look like fools. Sone of us went to the extent of exhausting the
remai ni ng bal ance on our SmartTags in anticipation of the changeover.

Looki ng back, there is sonme truth in a recently circulated SVMS which
said sonething to this effect; Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik has gone
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad has deci ded when he would go. Sany Vellu is
Touch "n Co.

Big Plans, Sad Facts

ANOTHER hot itemin the nedia is the clanmouring by several states to
achi eve industrialised or devel oped status ahead of the national target of
2020, as spelt out in “Vision 2020

At |least two of them seemto think they are pretty sure of achieving
this objective. Selangor hopes to becone Negeri Maju (devel oped state) by
2005, and Kedah by 2010.

This is not necessarily bad. In fact, they may very well be right in
their expectations, depending on how they define the term " devel oped' or
“industrialised . Wiat is disturbing is the fact that the two are not the
nost devel oped of states. Sel angor canme second to Federal Territory Kual a
Lunpur in ternms of mean nmonthly household income in 1999. Wiile its
i nci dence of poverty of 2% in 1999 was the lowest in the country, it had
t he highest nunber of squatters. There were 33,829 squatter househol ds
with 171, 396 occupants in 1999.



In February, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Khir Toyo was reported by
Berita Harian as saying that there were only 43,000 squatters left in the
state. But two nonths later, in April, the sane newspaper quoted one of
his State Executive Council nenbers as saying that the state governnent
was planning to build 200,000 |ow cost houses although only 120,000 units
were needed to house the squatters registered with the state.

There appears to be several sets of figures being used by various
parties to indicate the nunber of squatter fanmilies and the squatter
popul ation in the state.

Kedah is even nore anbitious. Despite being one of the poorest states -
occupying eighth position after FT Kuala Lunpur, Selangor, Penang, Perak,
Negeri Senbilan, Ml aka and Johor in terns of mean nonthly household
i ncome and a poverty incidence of 13.2%in 1999 - it has set 2010 as the
target for becomng a devel oped state.

Peopl e conme first

THERE is no harmin states setting targets. It may even be helpful in
achieving the overall national objectives. But there is a danger of states
overplaying the issue for short-termpolitical advantage at the risk of
jeopardising the overall credibility of the Governnent and "Vision 2020

In reality, it does not matter much whether a state is billed
industrialised or not. In fact, a m xed econony has been proven to be
better for the stability of a state or country rather than one that
depends heavily on industry or agriculture.

W have seen in recent years how our own econony has been saved from a
maj or decline by the good demand for agricultural products at a tine when
demand for industrial output and price fell

I think state governnents should not be too caught up with the ringgit
and sen issue. What really matters is the well-being of the people.

Sel angor may be ampong the nost industrialised states in Malaysia, but it
has the highest nunber of squatters, with crime on the rise and soci al
probl ens becom ng increasingly intractable. Even poverty of the mnority
is threatening to take the absolute form

In Kedah's case, even if it were true that its industrial output has
been steadily increasing in recent years as a result of the overflow of
i nvestments from Penang, it still has to contend with the sizeable rice
farmi ng comunity, which is being kept above the poverty line by hefty
farm subsi di es.

Perhaps, it is worthwhile for us to learn from the experience of
i ndustrialised nations where the poor and the honel ess have to depend on
soup kitchens and shelters to survive the wi nter

O course, our Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters will not get to see
t hese poverty-stricken people if, on their visits to New York or London,
they stick only to the main thoroughfares or shopping for G orgi o Arnmani
suits at Saks of Fifth Avenue.

Wiile their intention is noble, the Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters
nmust be renminded that the road to heaven is often littered with broken
prom ses and unfulfilled dreans. In political terns, it can create hell at
the polls.

Just try to renenber the bitter experience of state-based unit trust
funds. Back in the free-wheeling 1990s, very few Menteris Besar and Chi ef
M ni sters bothered even to lend an ear to the warning that the setting up
of narrow based state unit trust funds was risky and ran contrary to the
establ i shment of Pernodal an Nasional Bhd's unit trusts funds

Now, tens of thousands of small unit holders are at risk of never being
able to recoup their investnments. Many of these state-run unit trust funds
are as good as dead.

For the good of the people, Mnisters, Menteris Besar and Chi ef



M nisters should try to tenper their penchant for sloganeering and naking
unattai nabl e promises for political reasons with the fact that every four
to five years they have to face the people at the polls.

What good would it do to be an industrialised state or to have nany
Bum put er a- domi nated urban constituencies if the party |oses at the polls.
PAS has always been a threat in Kedah and in the 1999 general elections,
it broke into Selangor. Incidentally, two of the four Selangor state seats
it won were urban constituencies with substantial Bumi putera voters
nanely, Kajang and CGonbak Setia. Keadilan won U u Kl ang

Mohd Khir proudly told the recent Umo General Assenbly that there would
be nore such constituencies in Selangor in the com ng general elections
resulting from the delineation of the electoral boundaries.

It is all right for the Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters to be nedia
savvy and spend a |ot of npbney buying advertising spots in the newspapers
and on television, but this does not nean that the voters will swallow
their nessages whol e.

Maki ng Crine Prevention a Way of Life

IT is very sad that in our country, people have to die a horrible death
bef ore soneone decides to act. Even so, the concern does not |ast very
| ong. Perhaps, we are suffering a nmalady worse than the sinple nudah |upa
(forget easily) alluded to by the Prime Mnister at the Umo Genera
Assenbly two years ago.

The concern that there m ght be one nurder or one rape too nmany in our
country is not new. It has been repeatedly raised by many concerned
parties, not |east by the Press.

But in nost instances, it has been brushed aside as quickly as it has
been rai sed. Sone mnisters and senior police officers were even upset
that such concerns should be raised at all. They said it would tarnish the
i mmge of the country and scare away tourists and investors. The nedia was
accused of harbouring ill wll.

The price of denial is high. The young and beautiful worman, Canny Ong,
had to pay for it with her Iife. On June 13, she was abducted fromthe
carpark of the up-market Bangsar Shoppi ng Conplex. She was |ater raped
nmur dered and her body burned.

Now everybody, including mnisters and the police top brass, want
action.

Even the police cannot deny that there is one murder too many in the
country anynore.

The Star newspaper, on July 1, headlined Rapes And Murders On the
Increase. It quoted the Crimnal Investigation Departnent Director Conm
Datuk Seri Salleh Mat Som as saying that an average of four wonen were
raped daily while there were three nurders every two days in the country
in the first five nonths of the year.

Ironically, Selangor and Kedah, which are in a hurry to declare
t henmsel ves devel oped econonies, top the list as nunber one and three
respectively. Johor was second. According to Salleh, 250 people were
mur dered and 588 wonen raped during this period. O these, 128 nurders and
491 rape cases were sol ved.

The question we nust address is not just the insufficient nunber of
anti-crine personnel but why such crines are on the increase in the first
pl ace. Sonet hing nmust have gone wong sonewhere or, in the case of rape
the victins are fighting back

One wonders if nore should have been done to prevent crinme. Wiy talk
about surveillance canmeras now? Can't the police and the security
personnel of major shopping conpl exes go undercover?

This is certainly a better way of apprehendi ng woul d-be rapists, robbers
and snatchers. Prevention is better than cure. But there can be no sure



way when a wonman is raped and nurdered.
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