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St rengt hen NAM nechani sns so that it can deliver

Har dev Kaur

THE 13th Non- Aligned Moverent (NAM) Sunmit in Kuala Lunpur has drawn up a
bl ueprint for the future of the organisation. It provides clear guiding
principles and practical action plans which would assist NAM s causes in
the future.

The road ahead is long and the world economc and political environnent
uncertain. The unipolar world of today is vastly different fromthe Cold
War period when the Movenent was first established. It is inportant that
menbers "rise to the occasion" and face challenges or they risk the
possibility of being further marginalised.

The imedi ate task nevertheless is the resolution of the conflict in the
M ddl e East and specifically the Palestinian issue and the possibility of
a Us-led mlitary attack on Iraq. No one wants war and indeed Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad urged that "War be nade illegal".

The First Ladies of the Myvenent, who nmet on the sidelines of the 13th
NAM summrit, al so expressed their "opposition to war as an instrunent for
achieving political objectives". This cones in the wake of nobves by sone
devel oped countries, especially the US, to increasingly use war as an
i nstrunent of foreign policy.

The business forum and the neeting of the First Ladies bring together a
| arger spectrum of NAM s population into direct contact and enables the
political initiatives to be cemented for the collective good at various
| evel s.

Thus, instead of focusing only on the neeting of heads of governnent and
state, Malaysia's proposal of a business summit, a new initiative, of NAM
nmenbers has been adopted. The Movenent will therefore work at different
| evel s to achieve its goals and serve its nenbers.

Even as devel oped countries are resorting to unilateralism it is agreed
that NAM nenbers' well-being woul d be better served by a strong
multilateral system

In this respect the current chairman of NAM Dr Mhathir, said: "W
resolved to give strong and sustained support to the UN for its future is
linked with that of NAM and nultilateralisnt

G eater cohesion and unity anmong devel opi ng countries, South-South co-
operation and North-South contacts are equally inportant.

The new chal | enges facing the novenent include international terrorism
gl obalisation and efforts towards integration of developing countries into
a new political, economc and human gl obal order that is equitable, just
and denocratic.

Even as the political and econom c scenario has changed, the Mpvenent
remains relevant and indeed as Dr Mahathir said, "it has become even nore
rel evant today for the protection and pronotion of the interests of the
Sout h".

It enbodies the hopes and aspirations of devel oping countries for
econom c prosperity in a world that is peaceful, secure and with a
representative and denocratic system

The organisation of 116 devel oping countries accounting for four-fifths
of humanity and two-thirds of UN nenbership has its strengths and
weaknesses. Acknow edging this, Dr Mahathir said the Mwvenent will "find
ways of making use of the strengths that we have".

One of its strengths is its nunbers. But it can also be a weakness if
they are not united and cohesive. The Kuala Lunmpur Summt recognised this



and noted that in the face of new challenges "it is clearly in our
interest to strengthen our unity and cohesion and speak with one voice on
i ssues of inportance to us"

Wth globalisation, the interests of developing countries are
i ncreasingly being marginalised. dobalisation and |iberalisation appear
to widen the technological, financial and productive gaps.

The incone gap between devel oped and devel oping countries and within
nations is w dening and they have little share of the global prosperity.
And unfortunately they will also be the main victinms of a slowing world
econony and suffer fromthe fallout of the lraqi war.

This in addition to poverty eradication and soci o- econom c devel opnent,
social injustice, the rising debt burden, H V/ AIDS, disruptive shortterm
capital flows and unfavourable terns of trade which add to the nenbers
woes.

For this, NAM needs radical steps for it to nove forward. The Movenent
nmust be "proactive, rather than reactive, to international devel opnents,
especially those that inmpact on the menbers, so as to ensure the Mvenent
is not sidelined but remains at the forefront of the internationa
deci si on- maki ng process".

The new realities of the globalised world call for a conprehensive
review of the role, structure and work nmethods and a strengthening of the
Moverrent. The NAM | eaders spelled out several changes to make the Myvenent

nore effective and anmobng others the structure and nethodol ogy will be
revi ewed.

Co-ordination and co-operation through regular neetings of the Co-
ordinating Bureau in New York, GCeneva, Vienna and other centres will be

enhanced. This is essential to enable the Mwvenment to be proactive rather
than being reactive.

The Kual a Lunpur Declaration on Continuing Revitalisation of the Non-

Al i gned Movenent sets out what the nenbers need to do to ensure that the
Moverent "responds on a tinely basis to international devel opnents
affecting the Movenent and its nenbers”

Despite their nunbers, devel oping countries and NAM nenbers have neither
participated in shaping the policy framework nor in the nanagenent of the
gl obal econony. They have been reacting to the initiatives of devel oped
countries as they do not have an agenda of their own in the ongoing
gl obal i sation and I|iberalisation process.

The situation is even nore conplex as the task facing devel opi ng
countries is multifaceted. This cannot continue if NAMis to determ ne the
destiny of its nenbers.

Concern of devel oping countries nust be on utilising the process for the
strengt hening of their own indigenous capabilities at the national
regi onal and gl obal |evels.

Constructive engagenment w th devel oped countries of the North as well as
Sout h- Sout h co-operation and regional initiatives are necessary to ensure
that the views of the Mwvenent are fully taken into account before
i mportant decisions are nade.

The | eaders agreed on the need to strengthen co-ordination and co-
operation and to fornulate common strategies with the Group of 77 through
nore contacts and di scussions.

To be nore effective and to fulfil the aspirations and hopes of its
menbers, the Myvenent nust assist the Chairman with the necessary back-up
systens. The relevance of NAM is not in doubt, and should not be
guestioned, but its nechanisms need to be strengthened so that it can
del i ver.

Mal aysia as the Chair of the Mvenent for the next three years has its
work cut out for it. The menmbers | ook up to Kuala Lunpur to help them and



for the Mbvenent to be nore effective and to serve nenbers' needs and
i nterests.
A Croatian journalist sumed it up for all menbers when she asked Dr

Mahat hir whether he would "stage a miracle" for NAM as he had done for
Mal aysi a.
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