26/ 07/ 2003

Strive to be multi-lingual, students told

MRI, Fri. - Ml aysians should strive to be multi-lingual as this can help
foster greater interaction between the races, besides it being an asset in
t he gl obal arena.

Maki ng the call today, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
said in this regard, students should endeavour to naster at |east three
| anguages - Bahasa Mal aysi a, English and Mandarin.

"It is inportant to nmaster as many | anguages as possible, especially in
multi-racial society like ours," he said at SMK Chung Hua Mri's 50th
anni versary cel ebrations and the official opening of the school's new
bl ocks, here.

Dr Mahathir stressed that Mal aysi ans should nmaster English as it was the
lingua franca. "If you are fluent in English, it will help you and the
country (to be nmore conpetitive)."” He also said Ml aysians should |earn
t he nother tongues of the other races.

"I'n Sarawak, many Mal ays and Chinese are fluent in Bahasa |ban. Sone
Mal ays are fluent in Mandarin," he said.

On the national |anguage, the Prime Mnister said it could gain
i nternational acceptance if the country was successful

"The | anguage that would be the nbst well-received is the | anguage of
successful people. The reason why English is popular is because the
British are regarded as successful people.™

"So if we want to pronote our (national) |anguage, we need to be
successful ourselves."

He said Bahasa Ml aysia was now spoken by many foreigners "because
Mal aysia is becom ng nore successful".

Advi sing his audience of largely students, Dr Mahathir said they should
have discipline and val ues.

"Many people fail because they |ack discipline. People with discipline
are honest and less likely to cut corners or cheat."

To the corporate sector, Dr Mahathir called on them to assist schools
whi ch needed funding, citing tycoon Tan Sri Ting Pek Khiing as an exanple.

Ting had funded the construction of the new school bl ocks.



	Strive to be multi-lingual, students told (NST 26/07/2003)

