24/ 11/ 2003
Subr amani am drawn into dispute

Bal an Mbses; Ranl an Said; Lim Chee Wi

M C DEPUTY chief Datuk S. Subramani am seens to have unwittingly been drawn
into the Sany Vel lu-Pandithan controversy by both Tanmi| Nesan and Ml aysia
Nanban.

Yesterday's edition of both newspapers focused on the Deputy Donestic
Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister for totally different reasons, yet
giving the inpression that he was a player in the dispute.

Tam| Nesan ran a letter from a reader on Page 19, which questioned
Subramani ami's reticence on the issue of whether Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu
should emulate former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in retiring.

Vi jayamal a Loganat han of Batu Caves asked why Subranani am had issued a
statenent late in the day advising Sany Vellu and Datuk MG Pandithan to
end their dispute when he should have told the Indian Progressive Front
president to stay out of MC nmatters at the outset.

The letter's publication is note-worthy because Tanmi| Nesan is run by
Datin Indrani Sanmy Vellu and its contents are al nbst a baroneter of the
state of affairs in the party.

Tam | Nesan also carried an excerpt of Subramaniamis earlier conmment
urging Samy Vellu and Pandithan to tone down their feud.

Mal aysi a Nanban, neanwhile, highlighted the deputy minister in its page
one |ead story yesterday, in which he warned foreigners of stern action if
they tried to defraud Mal aysians by promising |arge nonetary paynents in
letters to them

VWhile the issue was inportant, what was nore interesting was Subramani am
bei ng highlighted despite the fact that Ml aysia Nanban editorial
consultant Athi Kumanan is a leading figure in the Samy Vellu-Pandithan
di sput e.

In fact, the newspaper has been giving the MC deputy chief sub-stantial
publicity for sone time now, with the degree of coverage sone-what greater
in recent days.
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