24/ 10/ 2003
Subst ance of speech ignored

Probir Ghosh

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's O C Sunmit address drew
flak fromthe guardians of Western interests - the wire agencies, which
lit the fire the Western governnments then fanned.

What exactly was the main opposition? Just two little lines from 59
par agraphs and | quote: "But today the Jews rule the world by proxy. They
get others to fight and die for them™

VWhat any reasonabl e person cannot understand is why ignore the substance
of 59 paragraphs and pick on the phantons of two |ines?

What actually is the invisible power behind those two Iines that the
Western nedia and the Western governnents have to join in an unholy
alliance to attack the speaker?

They picked out the needle fromthe hay stack and used it to prick the
pr eacher.

Wiy use a sl edgehammer to squash a nosquito, especially when Mislim
countries are anong the | east devel oped and are regressing in the
devel opnent scal e?

Perhaps this is the first tinme anyone has nmade a serious attenpt to
unite the Muslins, all 57 OC countries enconpassing 1.3 billion people
scattered across the globe, into a potentially powerful political
econoni ¢ and cultural force

And this time the unity is not enpty rhetoric but one backed by a clear
and feasible action plan.

It is the first time that anyone has asked Mislim governments to think,
do a SWOT analysis, and act rationally to inprove thensel ves agai nst a
conmon eneny.

It is also the first tine that O C countries have agreed to do sone
i mportant things collectively in the comobn interest: to be nobre action-
oriented and less rhetorical and to trade nore with each other using a
common gol d- based currency.

Enbedded in their attacks on Dr Mahathir is surely a stark fear that
united, Mislim countries will be a potent econonic and political force

The West sees an urgent need to destroy the seed, so that it cannot
become a giant tree. If it did, it will displace the binding force of
Western dom nance over the bodies, nminds, culture and resources of the
Musl i ns.
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