28/ 03/ 2003

Suhakam supports notion

KUALA LUWPUR, Thurs. - The Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion of Ml aysia (Suhakan)
today expressed its support for the notion passed by Dewan Rakyat to
endorse seven resolutions relating to the war in Iraqg.

The notion was tabled by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
on Monday.

Suhakam conm ssi oner Datuk Handan Adnan called for the war, which has no
basis in international law, to be halted and that hunman rights be
respected at all tines.

"This nove by the House uphol ds Ml aysia's respect for the val ues
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights," he said at a
Press conference.

Handan said it also reinforced that respect for human rights cut across
racial, political and religious boundaries.

"Suhakam hopes that the House will continue to show solidarity in other
human rights issues brought to its attention, be it national or
i nternational ."

He al so said Suhakam fully supported the Governnent's nove to set up a
RMLO nmillion humanitarian fund for the Iraqi people.

"Wth the heavy bombardnment, the rights of the lraqi people are being
i gnor ed.

"Humani tarian aid nmust come soon as their lives are in jeopardy."

Handan sai d Suhakam was opposed to the notion that the war was to
liberate the Iragis from the oppression of the Saddam Hussein regine.

"Killing them is that what liberation is all about?" he asked



	Suhakam supports motion (NST 28/03/2003)

