20/ 02/ 2003
Sunmit participants expected to present views against what US, allies want

Ashraf Abdul | ah
THE 13th Non-Aligned Movenent Summit in Kuala Lunmpur this week is expected
to do exactly what the United States and its allies hope it won't.

The 114-nmenber NAM which represents the overwhelming majority of the
191 United Nations nenber states, is poised to send a strong nessage to
the US and Britain that the world is against unilateral mlitary action
agai nst Iraaq.

As support for the US and Britain for a possible attack agai nst Iraq
dwi ndl es by the day, they nay have to deal with another blow as |eaders of
NAM nations are expected to state their stance that war is not a solution
to international conflict - a position that the US and its allies cannot
possi bly ignore.

Bot h the outgoing chairman Thabo Mdeki, the South African President, and
incom ng chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, the Ml aysian Prine
M ni ster, have been vocal in criticising aggression, which gives an early
i ndication of which direction the summt will take over the issue of Irag.

Seni or officials from NAM nenber nations will begin deliberations today
to set the tone for Saturday's ministerial neeting and the sunmit over
Monday and Tuesday.

They will discuss four draft docunents - the Final Docunent and the
Kual a Lumpur Declaration, which will contain NAM s positions on various
gl obal issues of comon concern, and two separate statenents on the threat
of war in Irag and on the Pal estinian issue.

The issue of terrorismwll also be high on the agenda.

The docunents will be dealt with conprehensively by the senior officials
before they are passed on to the foreign mnisters who will neet on
Sat ur day.

The mnisters will then adopt the statenents before handing them over to
the | eaders for a decision.

Some 60 heads of state or governnment will participate in the Kuala

Lunpur Summit, which will be the highest nunber since NAMs inception in
1961.

The high participation will in itself put to rest the contention that
NAM set up during the Cold War by countries supporting neither the
conmuni st nor the capitalist bloc, is no |longer relevant.

In fact, at the end of the Kuala Lunmpur Summit, NAM woul d have grown to
becone a grouping of 116 countries - the |atest being St Vincent and the
Grenadi nes, and Tinor Leste.

This clearly reflects the confidence of newy independent states in NAM
as a force to be reckoned with.

Criticism aside, diplomats and scholars agree that NAM is not only still
very much relevant but also a respected organisation.

The Cold War has ended but world peace is still threatened by extrem sm
di scord, aggressive nationalism and terrorism and | arge stocks of weapons
of mass destruction.

The dynami cs of gl obalisation have produced a whole set of new problens
which the NAM nust take note of. The trends are not encouragi ng.

Wil e the developing world is largely supportive of nutually beneficial
gl obal integration, it has major concerns which are not being addressed in
t he new gl obal agenda.

These are equitabl e bal ance between rights and obligations of investors,
particularly nultinationals; extraterritorial application of donestic



| aws; intrusive and cal cul ated invocation of human rights and
conditionalities of environnental protection and preservation; and the
openi ng-up of national economies tied to grant of aid and trade
concessi ons.

Non-al i gned countries are increasingly pressured to conform to an agenda
defined and driven by others.

There has not been parallel progress in the economc field. Gaps,

disparities and injustice still prevail in the relationship between
devel oped and devel opi ng countri es.

The world econony is erratic and still plagued with uncertainty and
uneven grow h. The devel oped countries are still the frontrunners while
countries of the South still |ag.

These are the changes that NAM wants to see, and these are the
chal | enges that |ie ahead.

There are greater opportunities that nust be seized, and new probl ens
demandi ng common effort and proper resol ution

The burden rests squarely on the novenent and the Ml aysian chairnmanship
for the next three years.

NAM s | eadership, commtnent, credibility and relevance will be tested
in the coming years. There are potentials too, but it will depend on how
much effort the novenent would put into these potentials before they are
real i sed.

It will be an arduous task, given that NAM is governed only by
principles and not binding treaties or a charter. But NAM nenbers can
break barriers, overconme petty bickering and achi eve common goals if they
are united in their cause.

W thout doubt, there will be attenpts by the powerful and the
influential to pressure the nmovenent. This is especially so because NAM s
struggles include freeing itself from the domi nance of the superpowers
such as the US who continue to dictate terns in the |ess devel oped world -
whet her politically, socially, or economcally.

Bei ng the biggest gathering of nations after the UN, NAM should take it
upon itself to shape the future of the world.
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