20/ 06/ 2003

PM No mmj or Cabinet reshuffle

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said there will not be a mmjor Cabinet
shake-up before he retires later this year, only sone "shifting" due to
the resignation of former Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik

"I have to attend to the problem of Dr Ling resigning. | have to do a
little bit of shifting, you can call it shuffling,” the Prime Mnister
said when asked about an inpending Cabinet reshuffle.

Asked if he had al ready decided on the matter, Dr Mahathir, who is Umo
president, said he was still thinking about it.

"I have not decided yet, | give nyself a chance to think. At the nonent,
I'"'mmnore interested in the general assenbly," he said at a Press
conference at the end of the first day of the Umo general assenbly
yest erday.

At the end of May, Dr Mahathir had indicated that there could be a
Cabi net reshuffle this nonth.

Dr Mahathir, who defied the conventional financial franmework and
i ntroduced the ringgit peg and selected capital controls during the
1997/ 98 regional financial crisis, was also asked if these neasures would
remain as his |egacy.

He said the decision to maintain or discard these financial neasures was
solely the prerogative of the next Prime Mnister. "I"'mnot interfering in
the CGovernnment."

Dr Mahathir also said there was no reason to lift the ringgit peg before
he | eaves office as the Covernnent and business comunity were happy with
it.

On his repeated advice to Umo nenbers in his address this norning, Dr
Mahat hir said he was nerely renm nding nenbers and the Ml ays in general
that they could not afford to be conplacent in defending the independence
of the country.

"I tried to indicate the dangers that we face because there are sone
peopl e who think that once we have achi eved independence, it would remain
forever; it (our independence) is not automatic, you have to work hard. If
this country is weak or has a Governnent that is incapable, or a
Government that is oppressive, then we may get into problens,"” he
remar ked.

The Prine Mnister was al so asked why he chose to single out Europeans
as a threat to the country.

Dr Mahathir said he was nerely stating the obvious, as indicated by
hi story.

"I'f you look into history, all the problens that we have faced
originated fromthem Now they are trying to inpose on us their
i deol ogi es, the economic policies and all that, and as a result of that,
we have a problem " he said.

He added that Asia, which was set to becone the engine of growth of the
21st century, was paral ysed by the devaluation of their currencies.

"I'n one stroke, by attacking the currencies, the people no longer talk
about the 21st century as a century for Asia. It is quite obvious it cones
fromthem (the Europeans). If you don't notice it, | don't know what wll
make you notice," he said.

The Prime Mnister said Ml aysians were very reluctant to criticise
ot hers but the Europeans had no qual ns.

To another question, Dr Mahathir said the belief in a build-up towards a



clash of civilisations was gradually being proven right.
"It's becoming that, unfortunately the target seens to be Miuslim
countries and the Muslimcivilisation.”
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