22/ 11/ 2003
Utusan Malaysia calls for abolition of rotation system for CM in Sabah

Ram an Sai d; Lim Chee Wi

UTUSAN Mal aysia has called for the scrapping of the rotation system of the
Sabah Chief Mnster's post, proposing that an Umo | eader be given the
right to lead the State as the party forns the backbone of the Governnent.

The paper's stand followed a debate on the pros and cons of retaining
the system introduced several years ago when Barisan Nasional took over
the State fromthe Opposition.

Utusan's columist Awang Selamat, who touched on the issue in his Bisik-
Bisik colum, said it was evident that many State |eaders favoured the
abol i shnent of the system where |eaders from Sabah BN conponent parties
are appointed Chief Mnister for a two-year period on a rotation basis.

Awang argued that when the system was introduced, it was deened
ef fective because of the political situation and equation in the State
t hen.

"But now the situation has changed.”

He said rotating the post was counter-productive as it did not give the
Chief Mnister nmuch tinme to plan, let alone inplenent his policies or
progr amres.

"No one can give their full commtnment when they know they will be
replaced in two years."

Awang said Umo deserved the Chief Mnister's post as the party had
perforned well in the election

He said the other parties ought be given positions according to the
support they received.

Meanwhi |l e, Berita Harian reported that a special counter would be set up
at the Mal aysian H gh Commission in Singapore for notorists from the
republic to settle their outstanding traffic sunmonses

The counter would be operational from next year

I nspector-General of Police Datuk Seri Bakri Omar said police would be
co-operating with the republic's registrar of vehicles to trace notorists
who have not settled sone 250,000 sunmpnses.

About 70 per cent of the summonses were for speeding while visiting the
country.

The Road Transport Department recently adopted a new neasure in dealing
with Singaporean notorists with outstanding sunmpnses - they are not
allowed to | eave Malaysia until they had paid up

In another story, UWusan reported that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi woul d be visiting the nine Asean countries next
nont h.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar was quoted as saying that
it was common for a new Asean head of governnent to visit other countries
in the region.

The visits were also ained at enhancing bilateral ties, Syed Ham d
added.

The trips would be the first for Abdullah since taking over as Prine
M ni ster from Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanmad on Cct 31.
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