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CYBERJAYA, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhanmad | aunched the second phase
of the Multimedia Super Corridor tonight, optimstic that the projects had
the potential to becone a source of income and pride for the nation

The Prime Mnister, who chaired the Seventh MSC International Advisory
Panel meeting for the last time on Thursday, said the MSC enjoyed the
international Information Technology fraternity's strong support.

This had placed it on a strong footing to progress, even w thout Dr
Mahathir in the driver's seat.

"When we started this project in 1996 we thought it will take a very
long tine but now we are already here and are already venturing into the
second phase. W in Milaysia are very anbitious. That's why we built the
tallest building in the world, and it is also part of our anbition to go
into the informati on age and benefit fromit.

"Because of MSC we have made a | ot of progress in the application of IT.
So we are on the highway and we hope to go forward on this highway
with the help of our friends fromthe |IT conpanies who have decided to
hel p us as nenbers of the advisory panel,"” Dr Mahathir said at his
synbolic launch of the second phase thened "Metanorphosis - Reflecting the
transformation of MSC from concept to reality and into the Second Phase".

The Prine Mnister, who has been the driving force and the source of
inspiration in the devel opnment of the MSC, said that the seventh MSC | AP
nmeeting churned out a host of ideas and suggestions pertaining to its
future.

"I"'mquite sure the second phase will develop as inportantly and just as
fascinating as the first phase. That is what we |ook forward to. O
course, | will not be chairing the future neetings of the I AP but 1"l

follow the neetings very closely.

"Sonmebody said | have a bad habit of visiting construction sites and
checking on building plans. That is because they say the devil is in the
details... so |l like to look at the details because |I'ma bit of a devi
nyself," he said in jest, to loud applause fromthe floor.

Present at the launch-cumdi nner were Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , Mil ti nedi a Devel opnment Corporation chairman Tan Sri
Abdul Halim Ali, MXC chief executive officer Datuk Dr Mhamaed Arif Nun,
| AP panel nenbers and representatives.

Earlier in the day, Abdullah reaffirmed that Dr Mahathir will continue
to play a role in hel ping spur further devel opment of the MSC after his
retirenment next nonth.

He said everyone wel coned Dr Mhathir's continued involvenent in the

proj ect.
"W all welcone him But as for what specific role he will be playing,
will have to discuss this with him" Abdullah said.

Abdul l ah reiterated his conmmitnent towards making the MSC his priority
when he becane Prinme Mnister.

He said he had assured | AP nenbers of this, and they had, in turn
stated that they would continue giving their conmitnment to the project.
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