10/ 02/ 2003
The rape of Rawang's environnent

WC M

| REFER to the report "Jail the offenders, says PM (NST, Feb 5). | am
delighted with the Prine Mnister's clarion call to greedy developers to
mend their ways.

| agree with Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad that the fines inposed at
present are no deterrent and that stiffer penalties, even a jail sentence
woul d be appropri ate.

The rape of the environnent that is going on in Caneron H ghlands is a
serious matter. But such activities are ranpant el sewhere too

Take Rawang, for instance.

Perhaps the Prine Mnister should take a look at the state of the
physi cal environnent in Rawang to understand what | nean.

Indiscrimnate hill cutting and |and clearing have becone the order of
the day in and around Rawang. They are taking place, notably, near Tenpler
Park, in the Kancing and Serendah forest reserves, on the slopes of the
Mai n Range, and the hills around Sungai Buaya.

O utnobst concern to Rawang residents is Munt Putra. The devel opers
have pronised residents of this desirable enclave "a panoram c view of
Rawang town" - at the cost of stripping the dwi ndling greenery.

And since the project is sited on the Main Range watershed the rivers
that originate here, notably Sungai Rawang, Sungai Kancing, Sunga
Kenanga, and Sungai Serendah, nmay be affected by it.

Has a proper EIA been done?

By the way, what has happened to the Selangor Government's pledge to
stop hill-slope devel opnent, and the tree audit enactnent in the wake of
the disastrous flash floods in Rawang three years ago?
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