09/ 01/ 2003
The varied and gargantuan chall enges faci ng NAM t oday

Anni e Freeda Cruez

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Non- Al i gned Mwvenent (NAM today faces chall enges
which are inexplicably varied and renmarkably gargantuan in scale and
scope, said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad

In his nmessage to the NAM Busi ness Forum released by the organiser
Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute (Asli), he said the challenges
i ncl uded abj ect poverty, environnental risks, threats from nuclear,
chem cal and biol ogi cal weapons, global threats to health, natural
di sasters, violations of human rights, and drug trafficking

The forumis schedul ed for Feb 23 and 24.

"It is inperative for nenber countries to unite to pronbte nutua
growt h, devel opnent and prosperity, especially when the need for an open,
rul e-based, accountable, just, equitable, devel opnent-oriented and non-

di scrimnatory global system of economic relations, is greater than ever
for devel oping countries.”

He said the world today was a significantly different place from the one
when the Afro-Asian Conference was held in Bandung, |ndonesia, in 1955
where NAM ori gi nat ed

Then, Dr Mahathir said, Third Wrld |eaders shared their sinilar
probl ens of resisting the pressures of the najor powers, mmintaining their
i ndependence and opposing col oni ali sm and neo-colonialism particularly
West ern hegenony.

"Since then sweeping changes have reshaped the world order, created new
rul es of the econom c gane and redefined boundaries of human co-operation
and interaction,” he said.

Far from being obsolete in the contenporary world order, Dr Mahathir
said, the NAM - the nmenbers of which form an overwhelnmng majority in the
United Nations - had a pivotal role in pronoting humanity and gl oba
order.

Dr Mahathir commended the initiative by Asli and the Foreign Mnistry in
organi sing the business forum al ongside the 13th NAM summit.

Asli chief executive officer Datuk Dr M chael Yeoh said the forum
organi sed in association with Wsnma Putra and the Ml aysia South South
Associ ation, was intended to further enhance Sout h-South co-operation.

Dr Mahathir will deliver the opening keynote address. Yeoh said this
woul d be followed by a special NAM | eaders session focusing on Remaking
NAM Enhanci ng Co-operation.

Yeoh said the NAM busi ness forum would al so focus on enhancing regi onal
and national conpetitiveness, strategies to sustain growth performance
bridging the developnental trade and digital divide, as well as NAMs
changi ng role.

Del egates from 50 countries are expected to attend the NAM busi ness
forum
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