22/ 01/ 2003
Rally calling for peace in the world

Saj ahan Waheed
KUALA LUWMPUR, Tues. - More than 100,000 nmenbers of political bodies, youth
associ ati ons, voluntary bodi es and non-governnmental organisations are
expected to attend the Ml aysi an Peace Rally, organised by Umo Youth on
Feb 23.

Its head Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein said the event was orginally
schedul ed to be held at KLCC but the organising conmttee was | ooking for
a bigger venue to accommpdate the guests.

"During the event we will hand over a nenorandumto Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad containing the signatures of an estinmated million
Mal aysi ans calling for peace to prevail in the world.

"W want to get our nessage across that there nust be peace and
stability in the world. The nenmorandum will carry the aspirations of

Mal aysi ans who want to see a harnonious situation prevailing all over the
world."

Hi shamuddi n, who is also the Youth and Sports Mnister, said this at a
Press conference after a neeting with NGOs on the programme at his
mnistry today.

He said the rally was part of the activities held in conjunction wth
the Non-Aligned Movenent summit, to be held in Kuala Lunpur from Feb 20 to
25.

H shamuddi n said that the Peace Mal aysia programe would feature a
series of events to generate greater public awareness of the various
conflicts in the world today.

Among the progranmes include Peace Ml aysia sem nars and wor kshops
forum on the inpact of war on wonmen and children, colloquium on
international |aw and pre-enptive rights and an exhibition on conflicts in
Pal estine and Iraq.

Hi shammuddi n said invitations have been sent to Opposition parties for
themto take part in the event.

"Representatives fromthe DAP Socialist Youth attended our first
nmeeting. Pas Youth had promised to cone but did not nmake it. However, we
will talk to them again and ask themto lend their support for the
programme. "

Meanwhi | e, on another issue, H shammddin said Singapore should wait for
the International Court of Justice (1CJ) to settle the dispute over Pulau
Batu Putih and "not |ink everything under the sun" to the issue.

"I'f we are sincere, let the 1 CJ decide on who owns Pulau Batu Puti h.
There is no need to nmake all Kkinds of allegations.”

He said this when asked to comment on a statenent by Singapore Defence
M nister Dr Tony Tan Keng Yam yesterday while answering a question in
Parliament that Ml aysia exploited the incident recently where a Singapore
Navy patrol boat collided with the Dutch-regi stered contai ner vessel ANL
I ndonesi a.
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