21/ 04/ 2003

There is hope for continued Umo-Pas unity, says Najib

PARI T, Sun. - There is hope for continued Umo-Pas unity, especially over
i ssues concerning Islam and Muslins on all fronts, Umo vice-president
Datuk Seri Najib Razak said today.

He said fundanental political differences aside, there had been an
i ncreased | evel of co-operation and he expressed hope this would be
conti nued.

"Umo hopes this can continue because we have observed that lately there
has been a | essening of conflicts between the two parties,” he said after
opening the Parit Umo del egates neeting at Lanmbor Kanan near here

Naji b al so thanked Pas acting president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang for
praising Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhanmad for his foreign
pol i ci es.

Hadi, in an interview with the New Sunday Times and Berita M nggu today,
said he admired Dr Mahathir's resolve for refusing aid fromthe
International Monetary Fund in the 1997-98 financial crisis.

"This means Pas has acknow edged the strength of Dr Mahathir's
| eadership in preventing the IM- fromdictating terns to the country,"
Najib said, adding that the Governnment's efforts in guarding the country's
interest and dignity had begun to attract the attention of Pas |eaders

Naji b, who is Defence Mnister, said Pas' support of Umo's stance on
Irag reflected the two parties' common and shared principles. He also
prai sed Hadi for declaring he would defend Dr Mahathir's |eadership if any
foreign powers were to exert their influence on the latter to resign.
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