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Thoughts of war, peace and political fortunes colour the days

Ahmad A Talib

AGH Back to the grind. KLites enjoyed a rare four-day break courtesy of
Chi nese New Year, Federal Territory Day and the first Saturday of the
nmont h. Four days of bliss, food, nore food and nerrinment.

Then canme Hari Raya Aidiladha. Even though it was not celebrated with
the sane fervour as Hari Raya Aidilfitri, Malaysians nmade their open house
rounds, though in a sonewhat subdued atnosphere. And with Valentine' s Day
and Chap Goh Mei, there was no shortage of fun and enjoynent.

But the prospect of war on Iraq |looned |arge over all of us. Hence, our
prayers were not just repentance of sins past and present, but also that
common sense would prevail, that the human race would not resort to
barbaric ways to resolve conflict.

The world has seen enough of destruction, and not enough of enduring
peace.

There's been no shortage of news, too. In the last fortnight, statenents
were made that triggered fresh specul ation and rethinking of earlier
concl usi ons.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad declared there would be no
Cabi net reshuffle before he retired, and that his deputy, Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, would pick the date for the next general election.

Www Al the political pundits nust have been bow ed over. Students of
politics probably went into caucus trying to figure out the inpact of
these statenments. As for the aspirants, they probably flocked to |obby the
Deputy Prinme M nister.

Pak Lah, as Abdullah is fondly referred to, will now have to buy his own
crystal ball and look for the inspiration for the right monent to hold the
general election. This was Dr Mahathir's task for the last two decades

Pak Lah may find this the less difficult task. The job of picking
candi dates for his national coalition for the polls is definitely nore
challenging. He will have to grapple with individuals who plead not to be
dropped, individuals who will state why they should be picked, and others
who will try to persuade him not to pick others but thenselves

Wth so nmany events coming up in the next few nonths, national politics
commands the attention of nmany. In coffee houses and offices, questions as
to when and whether Dr Mahathir will actually retire can still be heard
though this has | essened in recent nonths.

Many quarters are trying to figure out the plans Dr Mahathir nmay have
for hinself when he retires; or whether others have plans for him

In fact, many senior Umo | eaders have even begun to plan what to say
when the party holds its annual assenmbly in the nmiddle of the year.

But a little bird ventured that the assenbly may even be held later so
as to give everyone enough tine to plan a better and nore meani ngfu
farewel |

Some may find it odd, but others are still trying to cone to terns that
this year's assenbly will be Dr Mahathir's last, which neans the gathering
could end up as a nassive tribute to a | eader who, perhaps, has done the
nost for the country.

Anyway, national politics and the prospect of war are probably the
hottest news now. One must congratul ate the Peace canpaign by young
politicians and non-governnental organisations that has raised the |eve
of awareness of the United States and Britains' push for military strikes
agai nst lraaq.



It remains to be seen whether world opinion will nake a difference to
the mounting talk of war. There seens to be an increasing show of unity
agai nst war, but the world's policenan and his sidekick seem bent on
showing the rest of the world their |atest toys of destruction.

Apart fromlives, there'll be other casualties should war take place.
Also killed will be sanity and conmon sense. Not to nention truth, of
course.
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