01/ 10/ 2003

Tinmor Leste “thrilled over Dr Mahathir's inpending visit

SI NGAPORE, Tues. - Tinor Leste President Xanana Gusnao said Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad woul d make a two-day visit to the country
begi nning Cct 22.

He said a high-powered del egation of entrepreneurs would accompany Dr
Mahat hi r.

"Dr Mahathir's visit is a great honour to the people of Tinor Leste. W
are very excited about the visit," he told the New Straits Tines in an
i nterview arranged by the Ml aysian H gh Conmi ssi oner here, Datuk P
Par aneswar an, who was Chief of Staff of the United Nations Transitiona
Administration in Tinor Leste (Untaet) from 2000 to 2002

Gusrmao, here on a private visit, gave a luncheon talk organised by a
private conpany, where he was given the "Leadership with Integrity Award"
Si ngapore's Anbassador-at-large, Prof Tommy Koh, was present.

Qusmao | eaves for Kuala Lunpur tonorrow for a twoday unofficial visit.

He said Dr Mahathir's visit, although arranged about a year ago, was
shel ved several tines.

"W are thrilled that he has kept his word to visit Tinor Leste, even
t hough we are one of the poorest countries in the world. The visit is a
reflection of the Prine Mnister's stature as a statesnan," he added

Qusrmeo said he was a great admirer of Dr Mahathir. "He stands up for the
Third Wrld. He speaks his nind on issues which others don't dare to touch
on. His fighting spirit and courage is worthy of admiration. This is one
reason why we are |looking forward to his visit," he said

Gusmao said Malaysia was a "close friend" of Tinor Leste, which broke
away from Indonesian rule in August 1999 and becane independent on May 20
| ast year.

He said of all the countries in Asia, Tinor Leste found the "Ml aysian
nodel " of national devel opment and natural resource managenment nost
suitabl e for adaptation.

He hoped Dr Mahathir's visit would open new avenues for greater
assi stance, co-operation and investnments by Ml aysian industrialists in
the poverty-stricken country.

Tinor Leste is also seeking Malaysia' s support for it to be included in
the Asean Regional Forum and as an observer in Asean.

Tinmor Leste Prime Mnister Dr Mari Alkatiri led a 27-nenber del egation
on a working visit to Malaysia |ast nonth.
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