07/ 02/ 2003
New panel to oversee highlands to be set up

Deborah Loh
KUALA LUWPUR, Thurs. - A pernanent comrittee on highland protection wll
be set up under the Science, Technology and Environment Mnistry.

The new entity will take over fromthe Cabinet Conmittee on Highland and
I sl and Devel opnent forned in 2000 to conduct assessnments and issue
gui del i nes.

M nister Datuk Seri Law Hieng Ding said the Cabinet had approved the
formati on of a permanent body which would be able to give nore attention
to highland protection.

Anmong the duties of the new conmittee would be to ensure that |aws on
hi ghl and devel opnment were updated and rel evant, he said yesterday.

This includes reviewing current environmental and devel opment |aws to
nmete out stiffer penalties to offenders, in the wake of Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad' s proposal to jail those who cleared |and
and cut hill slopes illegally.

"The permanent conmittee will have a secretariat at the mnistry. Its
terns of reference, functions and appointnents are being discussed," Law
sai d.

Hi ghl and protection covers a wi de range of issues, including preserving
wat er catchnment areas fromsoil and pesticide run-off, erosion from
| oggi ng and land clearing, slope stability and water supply.

In 2001, the Cabinet comrittee did a year-long assessnent on the inpact
of devel opnment on Caneron Highl ands and issued guidelines to ensure
sust ai nabl e devel opnent.

The guidelines are applicable to all highland areas and are enforced by
State Governnents through |ocal authorities.



	New panel to oversee highlands to be set up (NST 07/02/2003)

