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Online tributes to Dr Mahathir

Zorai ni Wati Abas

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will be recognised in history as one of the
nore prominent and emnent figures in the world. However, to Ml aysians,
he is sinply the country's |ongest-serving Prinme Mnister who has hel ped
raise the quality of life and standard of l|iving of Malaysians, matching
those of the devel oped world today.

He has al so been responsible for many of the country's achi evenents,
anong them the national car projects, the Twin Towers, the Penang Bridge,
the Multinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) and many nore.

Dr Mahathir has served the last 22 years as the country's fourth Prine
M nster. H s achievenments are numerous and these are documented on the
Internet. Hs speeches are available online at the official Prine
Mnister's Ofice Wb site at: http://ww. pno.gov. nmy/WbNotesApp/ PM
Mai n. nsf/ f sMai nPM

I was still in school at the tine Dr Mahathir becanme the Education
M nister after the 1974 general elections. |I did not return from ny
studies until the md-Ei ghties. By then, Dr Mahathir had been Prine
M ni ster for about four years.

For soneone very young then and who had gone abroad right after school,
the impact of Dr Mahathir's administration was hardly felt. But | renenber
one of his trips to the United States, in particular to the Md-West.

He had gathered a couple of hundred Ml aysian students from the M d-West
for a formal dinner in a hotel in Chicago. After dinner, he nmade a speech.

One of the things | renenbered Dr Mahathir saying was the |aunching of

Mal aysia's national car. Several nonths later, | was back from ny studies
and the Proton Saga was |launched. In the sane year, the Penang Bridge was
opened.

At that tinme, conputers were starting to nake its presence felt in
schools. Slightly nore than 10 years later, in 1997, the Smart School
project of the Education Mnistry was |aunched. And by this time, the
Internet had caught the interest of nany Mal aysi ans.

In other words, Dr Mahathir cane in when conputers were hardly heard of
and considered a mystery. Today, so nuch progress has been made in the
area of information and comrunications technology (ICT).

Interestingly, Dr Mahathir's achi evenents are now recorded on the
Internet and news related to his activities and tributes to the country's
achi evenents can be found in several Wb sites. Anbng them are
http://ww. ugntc. bizland.comindex-2.htm and http://nmahat hi r rohamad.
newstrove. com .

As someone who has done the country proud, Dr Mahathir has many fans.

Taidin Suhaimn (http://ww.ugnc. bi zl and. conf i ndex-2. html) describes the
Prime Mnister as "highly intelligent, |egendary, futuristic, smart,
versatile, positive, hunble, diligent, |oving, daring, principled,
conpassi onate, exenplary and hard worki ng".

While sonme may be critical of the Prine Mnister's actions in the past,
he is however not without admirers. Even nore interesting as Dr Mhathir
conpletes his termas the Prime Mnister is the invitation to all
Mal aysi ans to send their tributes and appreciation as a form of
acknow edgnent to what he has hel ped us achi eve.

To send a short nessage service (SM5), visit:
http://ww. cel com com ny/ htm / pronot e/ goversnspm htm Read about its
Kenmpen SMS Kasi h Per dana.



You may send thank you notes, nessages of appreciation and admiration to
the Prime Mnister for his contributions for the |last 22 years. However,
this opportunity is available only to Celcom 019 and TM Touch 013
custoners. If you are a subscriber, visit the Wb site for the step-by-
step guide on how to send your SMS to the Prine Mnister. To encourage you
to participate, there are cash prizes to be won. For exanple, if you
happen to be the 100,000th sender, you will receive RML, 000.

Your nessages will be conpiled and handed over to Dr Mahathir during a
gal a di nner hosted by Cel com How about that?

The Malay Mail newspaper is also organising a SMs tribute to the Prine
M ni ster. Check out www. nmail.comny/reg for details.

Anot her opportunity to record your appreciation is made avail able by
TV3. Visit http://ww.tv3.comny/tribute/dedikasi.htm to find out how
The dedication service is available to all nobile phone subscribers except
t hose using TinmeCel.

Again, it is interesting to note that the Internet has offered an
addi tional channel for all to pay tribute to sonmeone who has done so nuch
for the country. And appropriately so, | nust say.
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