12/ 06/ 2003
Putin's visit to explore new areas of co-operation

Bal an Mbses

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Russian president Mladinmr Putin will arrive here
early next nonth in a visit ainmed at devel opi ng new areas of co-operation
besi des bol stering traditional ties.

Russi an Anbassador to Malaysia Vliadimr Mrozov said several agreements
woul d be signed in areas such as science and technol ogy, econonics,
cul ture and educati on.

Putin will also hold neetings with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on bil ateral issues.

"Their last neeting in Evian, France, was like that of old friends and
we can expect the sane this tine," he said in an interview

Dr Mahathir nmet Putin at the enlarged dial ogue ahead of the summit of
the Group of Eight where they discussed the Russian | eader's visit.

The Prinme Mnister first met Putin at the Asia Pacific Economic Forum
meeting in Brunei in 2000, while their second neeting was |ast Mrch when
he visited Russia.

The | ast high-level Russian visitor to Ml aysia was forner Prine
M ni ster Evgniy Prinakov who nmade an official visit here in 1999

Morozov said Putin was keen to visit Ml aysia to build on the
conmonal i ties between the two nations, including their stand on
international issues |ike the invasion of Irag and the issue of
international terrorism

"Russia and Ml aysia have taken an al nost identical stand of |ate on
several international issues. W have also simlar stands on gl obalisation
and its effects on devel oping countries.™

The envoy expected the neeting of both heads of governnents to yield
tangible results that will cenent the 36-year-old bilateral relationship

Morozov said both countries may also be looking at a smart partnership
for the commercialisation of technol ogies.

"The bilateral relationship entered a new phase five years ago with
greater trade and political ties being established."

On trade, he said Malaysia was Russia's |argest trading partner anong

Asean nations, registering a bilateral trade balance of RWM2.18 billion
| ast year.

"Thus, both countries have worked hard to achieve the target of US$500
mllion (RML.9 billion) in bilateral trade that both |eaders wanted when

they nmet in Moscow | ast year."

He said the private sectors in both nations were considering
diversifying their activities by looking at areas of investnent in
Mal aysia like the field of biotechnol ogy.

On scientific co-operation, he said the National Space Agency director-
general Prof Datuk Dr Mazlan O hman woul d be visiting Moscow at the end of
the nonth to study possible areas of co-operation in aviation and the
aerospace industry.

"I hope she will visit the MV. Lonbnosov Mscow University to explore
the possibility of working together on conmon issues of interest."”

He said an understanding had al so been forged between the Russian
Acadeny of Science and its Ml aysian equivalent |ast year on possible co-
operation.
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