29/ 01/ 2003

M C | eaders blast Pandithan for asking Sany Vellu to resign post

KUALA LUWPUR, Tues. - MC | eaders today hit out at Indian Progressive
Front president Datuk M G Pandithan for saying that it was tine Datuk
Seri Sany Vellu steps down as party president.

They told himto "mind his own business" given that his party was not
even in the Barisan Nasional

Pandi t han said yesterday that it was time for Sany Vellu to hand over
the party leadership to his deputy, Datuk S. Subranmani am

He had said that the Indian comunity wanted a new | eader in the Cabinet
as Sany Vellu had stayed too |ong.

Pandi than nmade the statenment in response to the statenment by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad that Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi should be given the opportunity to form his own
line-up for the next general election

M C vice-president Datuk G Pal anivel said Pandithan's statement was
uncal l ed for.

Pal ani vel said to stay in politics, the criterion was not age but
whet her one was still relevant.

"As far as the MC is concerned, Sanmy Vellu is still very relevant to us
and to the country," said Pal ani vel

"Rather than putting his hand into other people's affairs, Pandithan
shoul d | ook into what he can contribute.”

M C youth chief S. A Vigneswaran said Pandithan's rationale that Sany
Vel lu should step down because he has served too |ong was not acceptable
as in sone parties, there were nenbers who had been Menbers of Parlianent
or state assenblynen for much | onger than the party president.

"For the MC, the present |eadership line-up has proven itself and there
is no reason why such a well-oiled machi nery needs to be changed," he
sai d.

"And even if there was a need for a change, the nenbers can decide. W
do not need an outsider, especially Pandithan, to tell wus."

Wanita M C chief Senator Jaya Partiban said it was obvious that
Pandi t han di d not understand the BN principle.

M C Bukit Bintang division chairman Datuk V.K K. Teagarajan said
Pandi t han should stay out of MCs affairs and mnd his own "npbsquito"

party.
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