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Towards |slam c excell ence

Nor si ah Nur ani

THE Multaga U ama or World Conference of Islamic Scholars held in
Putrajaya last nmonth ended on a high note with the adoption of a nine-
point resolution on uplifting the Mislim unmah (adherents) in various
fields in the wake of gl obalisation

The gathering of 900 ulamas from 34 countries including Malaysia - with
sone 90 participants from abroad - ended with a proposal to forma
per manent secretariat in Kuala Lunmpur and a blueprint to push forward
efforts to achieve Islamc excellence in various fields.

The three-day conference, themed "Islamin the Era of d obalisation',
was organi sed by the Ml aysi an Governnent and officiated by Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad

In his keynote opening address, Dr Mhathir called on Mislim scholars to
play their part in bringing back the glory days of Islam and to overcone
m sinterpretation of the religion, which he said had split the Muslins.

He urged the participants to encourage Miuslins to acquire know edge in
all areas including science and technol ogy.

A total of 23 working papers were presented, on topics ranging from
gl obal i sation, poverty and nmanagenent of resources to wonen, mlitary,
education, terrorismand the role of Mislim non-government al
or gani sati ons.

The conference was boosted by the presence of proninent schol ars
i ncludi ng Shei kh Al - Azhar Dr Mohammad Sayed Tantaw of Egypt, who
descri bed Mal aysia as a nodel of a progressive Islamic nation.

The proposal to set up a pernmanent secretariat was brought up by
Mal aysia and it received rousing support from the ulamas. The secretariat
is seen as vital to foster cooperation and interaction anbng Miuslim
scholars and intellects around the globe. It is expected to be fully
funded by Ml aysi a.

Chairman of the organising comnttee, Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hamid O hnan,
said the secretariat would be akin to a Muslim think-tank but with a
specific framework and plan of action

“Qur aimis to gather the great minds and opinion | eaders wthin our
ummah to deliberate on issues faced by Muslins and to further devel op
noderate thinking. The Muslim comunity has experts and professionals in
al nost every field; the pernanent secretariat wll establish a working
network and tap valuable information for the benefit of Mislins
wor | dwi de,' he said.

For instance, he added, in the areas of investnment, the experts could
undertake research on ways and neans to further develop and strengthen the
financial and econonic systens of the Islanic countries.

They could also collaborate in other areas such as pronoting tourism and
the production and export of halal food. "W nust pronpte our products in
good faith and without inviting unwarranted resentnent from any quarter
There are enough Muslins to be a market for their own products,’ he said.

Abdul Hamid said Kuala Lunmpur would draw up the appropriate franework
for the secretariat as soon as possible. He noted that the initiative was
simlar to the country's efforts in pronoting |slamc banking and the
International Islanmic University.

The resolution, one of nine endorsed by the ul amas, was read out at a
nmedi a conference by the chairman of the main conmittee of the conference
Dat uk Mohamed Nakhai e Ahnad.



The conference also called for serious efforts to free Muslinms fromthe
shackl es of poverty, backwardness and other forns of oppression to enable
the ummah to preserve its rights and freedomto lead life as enjoined by
I sl am

The Islam c scholars also agreed on the inportance of creating awareness
anong Muslins of the perils of globalisation

“There are nmany anong the unmah who are not keeping abreast of rapid
devel opnent .... they are still with their outdated thinking which is not
in sync with globalisation. So, we have to address this,' Abdul Hamd
sai d.

The ulamas also agreed to initiate efforts to enhance the econony of the
ummah by managing their wealth and resources systematically, and to
establish a resilient econony and increase cooperation via snart
part ner shi ps.

The ot her resol utions endorsed were:

* To raise the status of wonen as part of human resources in the
devel opnment of nanki nd.

* To prompte and strengthen the know edge culture anmbng Miuslims with em
phasi s on divine know edge

* To strengthen ties and cooperation anmong Muslins in building a
resilient ummah based on |Islam c-universal teachings.

* To call on the Muslim Wrld to build up their nilitary force and not
depend on foreign powers by intensifying research and devel opnent
activities, intelligence, mlitary technology and training as well as
building up the spirit of jihad.

* To foster friendly ties between the ulanmas and umara (| eaders) to
create a society which is harnonious, stable and progressive.

Nati onal Economi ¢ Action Council executive director Datuk Mistapa
Mohaned said Islamic nations need not lanment the fact that they had not
been able to formtheir own economc bloc so far

Instead, they nust develop their own countries, including through smart
partnerships with their counterparts in both devel oped and Mislim nations
that were experts in the fields of science and technol ogy.

"W need not necessarily form an economic bloc like the one by the
Eur opean Union as what is inmportant is that continuous efforts be made to
devel op the Miuslim nations to ensure they are not poor and col onised by
the West,' said Miustapa in his paper "~ Mnaging the Resources of the
Country Wsely for the Unmah in Facing d obal Conpetitveness: Ml aysia's
Experi ence'.

He said strategic partnerships should be forned to allow the transfer of
t echnol ogy anbng both Muslinms and non-Mislins to counter conpetition in a
gl obal i sed econony dom nated by the United States.

Must apa said Islam c banking in Ml aysia had shown good grow h,
conmandi ng 9. 9% of assets and 8. 9% of deposits of the overall banking
system at end- March 2003. Total assets of the Islamc banking system were
RM70.3 billion at end-March, against RM8.1 billion at end-2002.

The conference al so proposed the setting up of an investnment corporation
funded by oil-producing Islamc Devel opnent Bank (1DB) mnenber countries,
to address the capital resource inadequacy wthin nenber countries.

Petronas president and CEO Tan Sri Hassan Marican said it was necessary
that I DB countries set up a capital formation nechanism to accunul ate and
build capital resources to fund investnents on productive capacities
wi thin nenber countries.

He suggested that contributions, to be made on quarterly or nonthly
basis, be set at 1.5% of the value of oil produced and be considered as
capital fund instead of a loan or grant. Profit nmade by the corporation
woul d be distributable as dividends to contributors.



Hassan made the proposals in his working paper presented by Petronas
Vi ce- president Datuk |shak |mam Abas.

He said based on current oil production of |1DB menber countries of 31.2
mllion barrels per day and using oil price of US$18 a barrel, the 1.5%
woul d represent a capital formation of US$768.7 nillion per quarter or
US$3.1 billion annually.

The investnment by the corporation in IDB nenber countries would relieve
those countries of the norrmal and usual obligations and inplications of
ext ernal borrow ngs, he added.

( END)



	Towards Islamic excellence (NST 01/08/2003)

