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Towards the civil society psyche for all Mal aysi ans

Aski ah Adam
CHANG NG the Mal aysian mindset is indeed a priority for it is obvious that
something is not quite right.

Take, for instance, the very sinple and obvious exanple of public
amenities.

Be they publicly or privately owned, nobody seens concerned about
mai ntai ning them

Buses plying nmany routes | ook very much |ike junkyard specinens.

Qbviously, the enforcenent officers are not enforcing and the people who
use them are not conplaining despite having to pay for the privilege

Mal aysi ans keep their honmes clean and tidy but they will litter the
public parks w thout conpunction

Look around you, people are also oblivious to the need for preserving
si zeabl e areas of city green belts.

The city is densely packed, the proverbial concrete jungle, and
surburbia is all about waves of houses in a sterile desert of shrubs and
orna- nental pal ns.

As the green lung is killed to make way for devel opnent, the resulting
cauldron is throwing up even nore opportunities for wealth creation as the
astute anong us realise the potential of hawking lifestyles.

It is too hot outside so why not tap into man's natural instincts to
nest .

That the majority are oblivious to the environnental degradation going
on around themis an indication that an awareness gap exists.

Even their retching lungs cannot punch through the inpervious wall
bl ocking their nental evolution

When it does though, it is worn like a designer |abel. These are those
who have becone l|ifestyle victins.

They mi stake westernisation for nodernisation

They are the ones who have no notion of true excellence other than to
sport either lvy League or Oxbridge qualifications.

Despite the prine mnister's glaring exanple, they go on believing that
it is not what you know but where you go to know that matters.

They are the ones who nisperceive Dr Mahathir's call for a better
conmand of English, for exanple, and go on to enbrace the |anguage with
such gusto, even forsaking their nother tongue.

At the other end of the spectrum there live a people who, despite the
anpl e denocratic space in the country, remain blinkered by a self de-
structive ultra conservatism

Staunch supporters of such political parties as Pas, they are working to
spear head t he backl ash agai nst devel oprent.

These are those who revert to borrowed fundanentalist ideology, |ooking
for trouble where there is none.

They fight to prevent their children from being nbdern because quite
like the other lot they, too, are unable to distinguish between
noder ni sati on and westernisation

They | ook back upon the past with nostal gia and hanker after socio-|ega
systens that have long fallen into disuse.

Neither is this lot better aware of the environnent.

They despise all who do not share their archaic views. They are as a
people living in caves.

The issue posed here by these two extrenmes is wither the change



There is no doubting the need for a psyche nakeover, but what are we
neaning to gain fromthe change?

We know what we don't want. Do we, however, know what we want?

And, if we do, do we know for certain that what we want is right?

From the sinple fact that nmuch is nade of paper qualifications with
little interest in actual know edge and knowhow, there is every reason to
believe that Ml aysia is nmanaged by shal | owness.

When those in charge lack pro-fundity, the truth is not so easily
di scovered.

The acting prinme mnister's call for a nmental evolution is indeed
timely.

In fact, the change must be revolutionary as evolution can cause the
world to pass us by as we slowy |unber towards the future

And, not only nust we seek out the neans but, we nust, too, know the end
of those neans.

W mouth the call towards civil society repeatedly.

We talk of the need for clean public toilets and insist that those who
avail thenselves of the convenience help in maintaining cleanliness

We abhor queue junping, be it on the roads or el sewhere.

We decry corruption as an evil but, do we know why other than to dismss
them as evils.

At the rhetorical level, yes, they are all bad. Yet, these habits appear
al nost i mpossi ble to shed.

It clings on and refuses to dissipate, |let al one disappear

Why? To the average Joe dirty toilets don't kill us, queue junping only
fosters the survival of the fittest and corruption enriches quite a
handsome bunch of people. So, why are we whini ng?

Li ke environmental degradation, the evil lies in its ability to
anni hilate humanity or, at the very least, life as we know it.

The loss of the world's jungle is contributing to global warn ng because
the green jungles acting as the earth's lungs are disappearing

As such, the jungles are our lung too. Wthout them we cannot breathe
unl ess, of course, we nutate.

Bottomine, therefore, is the need for humanity to see the holism of
divine creation's disparateness; the interdependency premss: the
i nt er pendence between species, anong themin the past, for the present and
the future.

The genius of humanity is to create social structures that this holism
can acconmodat e because breaking it is breaking us.

One of the nobst inmportant is the rule of law, which will realise for
manki nd the justice they want.

However, what humanki nd wants cannot go agai nst what nanki nd needs.

Civil society is all about its constituent nenbers living wthin natural
and created boundaries willingly with the full understanding of the
mechani cs of hunman soci al existence.

This is what a nental revolution nust aspire to.

Only then will we know the havoc that corruption, nepotism and dirty
public toilets can weak and work towards its ultinate elimnation.

A nmnd that is conscious is the one that will feed the country's drive
for nodernisation.
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