25/ 08/ 2003

Two recogni sed for contributions to wonen

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Former National Unity and Social Devel opment M nister
Tan Sri Zaleha Ismail and social activist and educationist F.R Bhupal an
were tonight conferred the Tun Fati mah Gold Medal award by the Nationa
Council of Whnen's Organisations (NCWD) for their contributions to wonen
in the country.

The duo received the recognition from Raja Pernai suri Agong Tuanku
Fauziah at a dinner held here in conjunction with the 41st Wnen's Day
cel ebrations and the 40th anni versary of NCWOD.

Zal eha, who is Gombak MP, was acknow edged for, anbng others, enpowering
worren in her capacity as Cabinet nenber and the Asian Confederation of
Wren's Organi sations' president, a post she held from 1998 to 2000

She is also a forner NCOAD president.

Bhupal an, a former NCWO vice-president, received the award for her life-
long pursuit to inprove conditions for wonmen and the less fortu
nat e.

The 76-year-old founding president of the Wnen Teacher's Union is also
a prominent figure in the teaching field and human rights novenent, having
fought for wonen's equality.

Concerned with the issue of rape, she asked for nore stringent |aws
agai nst rape and sexual abuse, pressed for the setting up of rape crisis
centres at hospitals, and was instrumental in the equal pay issue for
teachers in 1960.

Present at tonight's event were Raja Perenpuan Besar of Perlis Tengku
Budri ah Tengku Isnmil, Datuk Seri Endon Mahnood, the wife of Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi, Wonen and Fanily Devel opnent
M ni ster Datuk Seri Shahrizat Abdul Jalil, National Unity and Socia
Devel oprent M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man and NCWO presi dent
Prof essor Datuk Dr Sharifah Hapsah Syed Hasan Shahabudi n.

Shahri zat, in her speech, said NCWD had contributed significantly to the
advancenent of wonen in the country and played the pivotal role of an
"incubator", producing nmany wonen who were instrunmental in wonen's
devel opnent .

"All this success brought about by NCWO is because they are comitted
and tireless in ensuring their ains were achieved for the betternent of
wonen. "

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, his wife Datuk Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, and Abdullah, in their nessages in the souvenir
bookl et, also commended NCWO for its achievenents and contributions to the
country.

Dr Mahathir said the organisation, which has 115 wonmen associ ations
under its unbrella, was an inportant voice for the people

"It is an inportant partner to the Governnent, helping trenmendously in
the fornul ation and execution of policies for the country's devel opnent, "
he said, adding that the organi sation was one of the forces that had
hel ped Mal aysi an wonen be where they were now.
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