25/ 09/ 2003

Umo, Pas MPs cl ash over Syariah enact nent

PROCEEDI NGS were disrupted for several minutes yesterday when MPs from
both sides of the divide clashed over the contention that the Kelantan
Syariah Crimnal Enactnent allows husbands to sodomi se their wives.

It started when Datuk Bung Moktar Radi n (BN Ki nabat angan) | anbasted Pas
for its misleading | eadership and inability to adm nister Kelantan and
Ter engganu.

This sparked an uproar anbng Pas nenbers. Before long, it devel oped
into a shouting match between both canps.

Bung Mktar, who was debating the Budget 2004, |ashed out at the
enactnment, saying it allowed husbands to sodonise their w ves.

"Don't trust Pas as they will drag you down," he said to |oud
t abl et hunpi ng from backbenchers.

Pas MPs hit the roof when Bung Mdktar said that Pas |eaders were no
angel s and they were not beyond reproach.

Several Pas nmenbers stood up protesting and demanded that the Chair
censure Bung Mkhtar for using unparlianentary terns.

On their feet were Isnmail Noh (Pas-Pasir Ms), Husam Musa (Pas-Kubang
Kerian) and Dr Syed Azman Syed Ahnmad Nawawi (Pas-Kual a Terengganu).

The situation worsened when Parlianentary Secretary in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent Datuk Noh Orar and Dat uk Mohamad Aziz (BN Sri
Gadi ng) joined the fray.

Deputy Speaker Datuk Mihamad Abdullah tried to bring order, pleading
with nenbers to sit down and observe decorum

VWhen it failed, he wielded the stick. "Please sit or I will chase all of
you out of here. Please don't provoke ne to take that action.”

He al so warned Bung Mktar to be nore diplomatic in his debate.

Husam tried to cite the Standing Order but his protest was drowned by
backbenchers shouting duduk, duduk (sit, sit).

Bung Moktar fired back a salvo, saying it was the Kubang Kerian MP who

was kurang ajar (ill-mannered) and should be thrown out.
Unperturbed, Husam conpl ained to Mihanad: "You are not doing your job as
a Speaker ...ask themto retract.”

Muhamad, who was not anused, told Husamto sit down and warned hi m of
t he consequences of challenging the Chair.

"Pl ease sit down Kubang Kerian and do not challenge nme. If not, | wll
have to ask you to |l eave," said Mihanad.

Earlier, Bung Mktar thanked Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Moharmad for his brilliant |eadership and also for tabling a bal ance
Budget .

"This is not an election budget as clained by the Qpposition but one
whi ch | ooks after the welfare of all. On the contrary, the Cpposition only

knows to make prom ses but al ways cakap tak serupa bikin (enpty
prom ses)."
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