27/ 07/ 2003
Puns, anecdotes, quips for Poland s cause

Bal an Mbses

THE Pol i sh have a sense of hunour that is probably incongruous in people
who have seen the worst through decades of acqui escence to the political
and economi ¢ demands of the fornmer Soviet Union.

The picture becomes clearer in the singular |lack of hunour and
col ourl ess perspective of life that was anong the high points of the
Sovi et brand of comuni sm

Pol i sh jokes notwi thstanding, they have a vast collection of wtty
remar ks about their foibles and shortcom ngs, inmgined or otherw se, which
they share without reservation

It is this quality of seeing the lighter side of Iife that has nade
out goi ng Polish Anbassador to Ml aysia and dean of the diplomatic corps
Mar ek Paszucha, popular within the diplomatic circle in Kuala Lunpur.

Barely hours after a gruelling 13-hour flight from Athens where he spent
10 hours daily for 10 days carrying out the duties of a basketball
conmi ssioner at a Wrld Bastketball Chanpionship, he is still at his
wor ki ng best.

Fatigue is etched on his face besides revealing itself in his tired
eyes. And yet, his allowance to this is just an occasional touching of the
eyes - an admission, with his trademark laugh, that "it was difficult to
wake up this norning".

Answering questions for this colum with a smle, he is ready with facts
and figures on bilateral relations with the occasional joke thrown in for
good neasure.

Per haps, his deneanour exenplifies what he volunteers later in the
interview about the indomtable spirit of the Poles who excel in
adversity.

The 68-year-old first-tinme diplomat, who retires on Sept 1, has used his
i nexhaustible reservoir of puns, anecdotes and quips - and, of course
delicate diplomtic manoeuvring - to further the cause of Pol and over the
past seven and a half years in the country.

H s down-to-earth approach, to even the nmost difficult of problens,
coupled with a liberal dose of |ight-heartedness has touched the right
chord in Ml aysian officialdom notably anbng Wsna Putra officials who
find his style refreshing.

"I like to joke a lot," said the forner Polish Sports Mnister who finds
that Pol es and Mal aysi ans share a |ove for banter, repartee and w secracks
that should rightfully break the proverbial ice between people.

But the facts prove otherwise with little achieved by way of enhancenent
of trade between the snmall and nedi umsized industries of both nations.

I nvest ment has been only one-way with no Ml aysian investnent in Pol and

Paszucha is uncharacteristically pensive when he tal ks of the chasm that
exi sts between the private sectors of both countries which have been
largely unable to forge a working relationship despite the unrestrained
support and encouragenent of both CGovernnents.

The Iimted extent of the trade relationship which is "far behind the
Gover nment -t o- Governnent relationship which is perfect" is one unfortunate
| egacy that he is |eaving behind for his successor

"There is a perfect conbination for “nmarriage' between trade partners
from both sides. The problemis that the majority of Poles don't know
about Mal aysia and vice-versa," says the fornmer deputy mayor of historic
Cracow, articulating a sentinent that has irked successive Polish



anbassadors to Ml aysi a.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's visit to Poland | ast
year served to enlighten Polish businessmen, and governnent officials, on
what Mal aysia could offer them by way of opportunities and facilities.

To be sure, Poland has al so been trying to reduce the physical and
psychol ogi cal distance between the two nations through visits by Polish
Presi dent Al eksander Kwasni ewski and Prine Mnister Dr Wodzinierz
C noszewi cz which al so saw busi nessmen in attendance

Yet, bilateral trade renmained at a relatively low RML.6 billion in
Mal aysi a's favour last year for two countries which were as recently as
the early 90s billed as "economic tigers" in Eastern Europe and Sout heast
Asi a respectively.

Mal aysi a exported RML.2 billion worth of products, mainly electronic
itenms like televisions and conmputer chips to Poland while inporting RWO0O
mllion, nostly in construction machinery and steel products

Paszucha feels there is hope yet for enhancenent of co-operation in
trade through the nascent relationship between the conputer industries on
bot h si des.

"Poland is rich in software while Ml aysia has a wealth of experience in
hardware. W have conpatibility in this field,”™ he said, adding that
Pol and could be used as a gateway for Ml aysian products to Eastern Europe
and Mal aysia as a hub for Polish industry in Asia.

One of the stunbling blocks to better direct trade has been the absence
of a legal and financial instruments to protect potential investnents by
SM s.

"It is a very difficult issue to resolve. W have nmade nuch headway in
this area and hope to conclude the agreenments in the near future," he
says.

A start has been made in respect of the proposed purchase of T92MZ1
tanks from Pol and by the Ml aysi an Arned Forces.

There is also a joint venture between Polish company, Ekolog, and the
Sarawak State CGovernnent to establish a waste water treatnent plant in
Kuchi ng.

Mal aysi ans may not know it, but nmpst of their rail travel has been
exceedingly confortable thanks in part to Polish tracks supplied to KTMB
Bhd in the 1970s.

Wth retirement on the horizon, what does he plan to do?

He has two options - to be adviser for international affairs with the
office of the Mayor of Cracow or be foreign investnent adviser to the
Governor of South Poland. "I would also like to go back to ny sporting
activities. | hope to be involved in the Aynpic Ganes in Athens next
year," said the former president of the Polish Basketball Federation who
has been an official in the Mntreal and Mdscow O ynpics

Paszucha's love for Ml aysia, and Ml aysians, is evident in tw very
tangi bl e devel oprments that occurred in the mddle and tail-end
respectively of his unusually-long stay in the country.

Not too long after he arrived here, he decided to nake his honme in
Mal aysia after retirement as he had conme to love the pace of life, the
rapid growmh of the nation and natural warnth of the people

"I would love to stay but | have to go back to be with my son in Pol and
Besi des, as one beconmes older, the place of birth usually beckons and this
is the case with ne."

More recently, his office has been inundated with invitations to
farewel |l functions from di plomats and friends who have had to be gently
turned down by his staff.

Paszucha can fly hone tonorrow knowing that his role in inproving the
bilateral relationship will not be forgotten by those he touched with his



uni que personality.
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