29/ 04/ 2003
We shoul d sue " Econoni st'

Bel deu Si ngh

| REFER to the analysis by Minir Mjid (NST, April 27) of the recent
article in The Econonist. The article is cloak-and-dagger journalism done
under the cloak of a "survey", letting the dagger do its work in a pre-
concei ved plot.

The survey is used to build up a story to say sonething seeningly good
and positive about your "target" which nay help to create the illusion of
objectivity (and a good way is to project incontrovertible achievenents,
even listing them. It is presented as sonething "com ng out of Malaysia".

Then the dagger is slipped quietly fromthe shadows into the heart of

the target in the hope that everything will | ook quite innocent and
obj ective.

To publish an opinion as a fact is not journalism as it is not the
truth that would prevail. To distort truth to support an underlying thene

is a crime against journalismitself.

In this connection, telling the world that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mhanmad is "a power-mad jailer"” means that The Econonist should
have incontrovertible proof, or at |east substantial proof of the charge
If it does not, in ny opinion, the nere tendering of an apology is grossly
i nsufficient.
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