07/ 04/ 2003

Umo division says Najib should be No 2

LENGGONG, Sun. - The Chenderoh Umo division declared its support for
Datuk Seri Najib Razak to be nmade deputy to Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi when the latter becones prinme mnister in Cctober.

Di vi sion head Datuk Seri Nazri Aziz said the division would al so
nom nate Najib as Umo deputy president in the party elections next year.

Nazri, who is Entrepreneur Devel opnent Mnister, said Najib was the npst
suitabl e candidate for both posts as he was an experienced mnister and
anong the nobst senior party |eaders.

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad hinmself has said that
Najib is the nost suitable person to becone Deputy Prime Mnister if the
selection is based on seniority and experience," he said at the division
annual general neeting, which was opened by Najib.

Nazri, an Umo suprene council nenber, said the division nade the
decision after taking into consideration the aspiration of grassroots
menbers who wanted Najib to hold the post.

"Qur support for Najib will also nmake it easier for Abdullah to appoint
his deputy in the Governnent," he said.

Naji b declined to comment.
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