13/ 05/ 2003

Umo |eaders hail Dr Ms statenent hitting out at those causing disunity

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Umo | eaders today wel comed the Prinme Mnister's
statenment that dissatisfied nenbers are causing disunity because they
cannot get what they want from Umo or the Covernment.

Party vice-president Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad's remarks were tinely considering that Umo was now 57
years old and the next general election was around the corner.

He said despite the achievenments and successes of Unmo over the years
Dr Mahathir's statenent was necessary to renind nenbers not to forget the
original struggle of Umo and what the party stands for.

"Umo has never been about fighting for self-interests and attaining
hi gh positions.

"W have always been fighting for the broader interests of the nation.”

He said nenbers should not view Dr Mahathir's statenent negatively, but
consider it a tinmely rem nder since sonme menbers tend to forget about the
origi nal struggle.

Dr Mahathir had yesterday described these dissatisfied nenbers as
splinter groups and a disappointed ot who criticised division heads and
suprene council menbers because they were not selected as candidates in
general elections or not given governnent posts.

"They are dissatisfied. They forget that the struggle is not over and
that we have to face greater challenges in future,” he told a Press
conference after joining about 40,000 party |eaders, nenbers and
supporters to celebrate Umo's 57th anniversary at Stadi um Merdeka | ast
ni ght.

Anot her Umo vice-president, Tan Sri Mihammad Muhanmmad Tai b, said any
negative feelings anong nenbers should be thrashed out and all nenbers
nmust not forget the greater picture of what Umo stands for.

He said though Dr Mahathir's statement may not have been directed at
anyone in particular, it should be taken as a positive rem nder.

"After 57 years, we sonetinmes do get certain nenbers or groups joining
the party with vested interests.

These are the ones who tarnish the party's inmage and are not good for
the party.

"What is inmportant now is for each and every nenber to have the sane
spirit which nenbers had when Umo was first formed 57 years ago," he
added.

Puteri Umo head Azalina OGthnman Said said the novenent wel coned the
Prime Mnister's statement and urged these splinter groups to close ranks
and work harder rather than cause disunity and discredit the party.

"If certain nmenbers are really angry or dissatisfied, they should try
wor ki ng harder rather than sitting around and spreadi ng baseless |ies and
runmours about the party.

"Even Puteri Umo is sonetines not spared these lies and runours," she
added.

Umo Youth executive council menber Datuk Subahan Kanal said these
di ssatisfied and disgruntled groups would sooner or |ater be cast aside
because such people cannot hope to survive long in a party |ike Umo
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