01/ 11/ 2003

Umo | eaders pledge to work for party unity

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Umo |eaders bade farewell to former party president
Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad with a pledge to continue working hard for the
party's unity.

Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said she was sad that Dr
Mahathir was |eaving after having worked with him for a long tine.

"It is only Dr Mahathir and nyself who are left fromthe Ummo suprene
council which existed during the tine of Tun Abdul Razak as party

presi dent.
"Wth Dr Mahathir's departure | amthe only one left and | really feel
that loss. | see it as a transition fromthe old generation to the new "

said Rafidah after attending the breaking of fast at the Putra World Trade
Centre yesterday.

Some 3,000 Umo menbers and | eaders of Barisan Nasional conponent
parties participated in the event which was also attended by Dr Mhathir
and Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badaw .

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said he was touched by Dr
Mahathir's retirenment because he had served with himfor a long tine.
Khalil said he was happy with the current transition of power and had

full confidence in the new | eadershi p.

He said a special farewell cerenmony for Dr Mahathir would be arranged
after Ramadan.

"Party nenbers want to express their thanks to him The party's
managenment comrittee and respective State l|iaison conmttees will
determ ne a suitable date for the cerenony."

Johor Umo head Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnman said the npbst inportant parting
advice Dr Mahathir gave was the call to strengthen Umo by refraining from
internal bickering. "It was his clearest nmessage, to ensure the party
continues to be strong and united."

He said the best gift Umo nmenbers could give Dr Mahathir upon his
retirenent was to pl edge continued unity.

Perlis Umo head Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim said Umo was strong because
its nmenbers supported the party's |eaders.

"We will support whoever Abdullah chooses as Deputy Prine Mnister. W
don't care if it is soneone fromthe supreme council or outside the

council, that is his right."

Puteri Umo chief Datuk Azalina Othman Said said she was sad to |ose a
| eader who was very young at heart. "l look at him and see soneone who
still has a few nore years as the Prime Mnister."

She said Dr Mahathir was making a big sacrifice to allow new | eaders to
assune inportant party posts.

Azal i na said she hoped nore of the younger generation would support Umo
under the | eadership of Abdull ah.

Umo Youth executive council nenber Datuk Abd Rauf Yusof said Dr
Mahathir's | eadership qualities should serve as an inspiration for the
yout h | eaders.
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