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Umo | eaders need to get rid of the pettiness of thought

Shansul Akmar
PAS seens to have a fascination for the swine, an aninmal which Mislins
find disgusting and beneath themto even nention

The last tinme the aninmal becane an issue in domestic politics was a few
years ago during the height of culling them as they were believed to have
spread Japanese Encephalitis (JE)

A Pas | eader then had said that in the Arab world, a Badawi (bedouin)
herds goats but in Malaysia, the Badawi is taking care of pigs.

The remarks were nade in reference of the nane of Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi who was then heading the Cabinet conmittee on the JE issue

Now, Pas' official newsletter Harakah published two cartoons - one
depicting a khinzir (pig) as the cause of SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndronme) and the other depicting Dr Mahazir (the spelling rhymes with
khinzir) with a snout as being the problem behind SAR (Sekol ah Agana
Rakyat or People's Religious School).

The caricatures incurred the wath of other Umo |eaders and MPs, sone
calling for Harakah's permt to be revoked.

But Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, as in nmany ot her
i nstances when he had been insulted, refused to give in to the denands,
sayi ng such action would nean that the Governnment was stooping to their
| evel .

To sonme, such a stand may reflect the lack of firm handling of the
issue. To others, it reflects the mind of a man who is secure and not
prepared to allow such trivialities to distract him

But the sane cannot be said of all other Umo | eaders. Sone are so
easily rattled by needlings or criticisns that their response does not
reflect the position or standing they had achieved in their political
pursuits. Wth that, the pettiness of thought becones preval ent, negating
efforts to ensure that Umo remains the premier political novenent in the
nati on.

And it is this pettiness of thought which has given rise to selfish
| eaders who are only interested in positions despite their efforts in
urgi ng nenbers to remain united and aski ng non-nenbers to continue to
support Umo.

Umo has, rightly or wongly, been in the lives of every Malay in the
country, regardless whether they are party nenbers or non-nenbers.

It is sinply because Umo had nanaged to be a well-organi sed nass
movenent with chapters at all |evels of society.

Over the years, sonme Umo |eaders, at nunerous |evels had becone
conpl acent, sonme becoming arrogant upon getting top positions and others
abusing their office.

No doubt, over the years too, many Umo | eaders have energed to show
that they are there to serve the people and whatever political success
they had achi eved cane from the people.

However, there are fears that such Umo | eaders nay be getting fewer.

But Umo as a whole is lucky in many ways. It has a proven track record
and its top |leadership had always been those who had proven that they were
capable of carrying the party, community and nation forward.

Wth that, the "excess baggage" is scrutinised |l ess because the top
| eadership continues to carry the torch

Apart fromthat, Umo is also lucky as the nation, especially the Ml ay
comunity, has no alternative body that can play a dom nant role of being



the thrust of inter-racial and inter-religious co-operation.

Pas has, no doubt, over the years been trying to style itself as the
alternative to Umo. It has even tried to establish a Barisan Nasional -
like coalition via the Barisan Alternatif.

But it failed as its ideological and political style contrasted, if not
contradicted that of its partners so nmuch so that the Qpposition coalition
crunbled after the | ast general election of 1999.

Wth that, Pas and the renmining partner Parti Keadilan Rakyat (the
entity after the nerger of Keadilan and Parti Rakyat Ml aysia) are seen as
a coalition which is Ml ay-dom nated and buoyed with strong conservative,
if not extrene I|slamc undertones.

That al one had given Umo and its partners in Barisan Nasional a major
headstart in any el ection.

Dr Mahathir hinself had repeatedly rem nded party nenbers that what
woul d destroy Umo was their greed and conpl acency.

The question is how |ong can Umo nenbers during the post-Dr Mahathir
era ride on the fact that there is no viable alternative to the party
apart from the nostalgic affection the Malay masses feel towards its role
in the struggle for independence.

It can, of course, be argued that no one |eader could have ensured the
conti nued support for the party but at the sane tinme, it cannot be denied
that the ordinary, apolitical citizen tends to be influenced by what they
perceive the | eadership to be.

The post-Dr Mhathir Umo generation nust also realise that less than a
decade from now, nost of the citizenry in position to be opinion makers
will be those born after independence.

They do not carry the baggage of pre-independence nostal gia. Neither do
t hey have nuch nmenories of the 1969 racial riots.

They are children who grew to be global citizens be it through their
educati on or exposure.

They may share the sentinents that the Wst is not to be trusted but at
the same tine, they also see sone values of the Wst as being positive for
their well-being.

There is no way to stop the next generation from being individualistic,
a common price for a nation which has achi eved nunmerous economc
successes.

It is against this backdrop that Umo will have to plod on in the post-
Dr Mahathir era.

Al t hough the scenario seens unfavourable to Umo, it has one thing on
its side - it has the network at all levels of society.

What Umo needs to do is sinply remind itself that it is a product of
the nasses and it owes its allegiance to them and not the other way round

Another is to stop having the illusion that the power it gains is
permanent and that it is a ticket to be arrogant.

I ndeed, the masses need to be grateful for what Umo | eaders had
extended to them through their struggle. However, Ummo |eaders should al so
be m ndful of the fact that it is the masses that entrusted themwth the

power .
Al in all, Umo has not truly deviated fromits objectives. But sone
| eaders and nenbers had reneged on the pledges nmade to the electorate.
But one bad apple will always affect others and if there are nore than

one bad apple, it is just a matter of time before the whole barrel turns
bad, or perceived to be so.

It is then so true what Dr Mahathir said in his opening speech of the
Umo general assenbly yesterday, that it is Umo that can defeat Unmo.

But to be able to ensure such thoughts from conmng true, Umo wll have
to dism ss one value fromits mdst.



It is the pettiness of thought.
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