21/ 06/ 2003
Umo nenbers' resolve may spell trouble for Pas

Chok Suat Ling

WH LE Umo nenbers attending this year's general assenbly attenpt to

i mgi ne what the party would be like without Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanad as president, their resolve to give Pas a run for its noney in the
next election is not |ost.

Their show of enotion over the inpending departure of the Prime Mnister
and party president is as clear as their show of contenpt for the
Opposition's religious propaganda to win votes. The denunci ati ons agai nst
Pas was nore vociferous and fiery, and nore spirited

Not unlike the "huddl e" before the start of a football match or the
"hakka" by New Zeal and's Al Blacks preceding a rugby gane, Umo nenbers
appear to be psyching thenmsel ves up before unl eashing their m ght agai nst
their arch-rival

The two caricatures in Pas official organ, Harakah, was in a sense, a
godsend, as it provided menbers with added amunition to drive home the
point that Pas is not averse to hitting below the belt and stooping to
ludicrously low levels, all in the nane of furthering their own interests.

Del egates, during debates and outside the hall, capitalised on the
i ssue, besides giving exanples as to why Pas should be run down to the
ground before it gets a chance to do the sane to the country. The dami ng
of Pas canme in many fornms, in the guise of pantun, eloquent statenents
even jokes and witticismns.

One which stood out cane from Kual a Terengganu Wanita Umo committee
nmenber Rozal i na Mkhtar. Her pantun, siakap senohong, gelama ikan duri
mul a- mul a cakap bohong, lama-lana jadi Haji Hadi, an obvious jibe against
Pas acting president Datuk Seri Hadi Awang drew uproarious |aughter.

Puteri Umo chief Azalina Ohman Said too was all sarcasm Alluding to
the infanous selak kain incident where a Pas nenber lifted his sarong in
front of two Puteri nmenbers during the Pendang by-el ection, Azalina

queried: "I wonder why he lifted his sarong in front of Puteri nenbers
and not Umo Youth nenbers ... we (Puteri) wouldn't know what's under the
sarong. "

She also likened ulama in Pas to terompah kayu or wooden cl ogs,
mani pul ated by party leaders to serve their interests.

O her delelgates were nore serious, with their focus centered on the
folly of “hudud ala-Pas', and the Opposition party's stance on Sekol ah
Agana Rakyat .

Gua Musang Wanita Umo chief Wan Hazani Wan Mohd Nor bl anmed Pas for
hanmperi ng the devel opnent of women in Kel antan

"Woren in the State are sidelined. As a result, 500,000 people have
emigrated to other States in search of a better life."

Umo Kel antan treasurer Dr Awang Adek Hussin wondered how it could
possi bly be accurate for Pas to say that only those who vote for the party
will have a place in heaven.

"Does this nean to say that all the ulama in other countries who
i nevitably cannot vote for Pas because the party does not exist there are
not Islamc? Are ulama in universities in Egypt and the M ddl e East, who
are teachers to Pas |eaders, not I|slamc because they did not and cannot
vote for Pas?"

Cynics claimthat this "obsession” and all-out condemation of the
Qpposition party proves that Umo is afraid of Pas.

Azalina begs to differ. "Wiy should we be afraid? The truth is on our



side. We are not afraid of Pas, we are only afraid of Allah."

Umo Youth executive council nenber Datuk Abdul Rauf Yusof said this
current round of Pas-bashing had nothing to do with fear but served nore
as a rallying cry for nenbers to unite against this common eneny.

Wanita Umo treasurer Datuk Azizah Abdul Samad said it was abject
fallacy to say that Umo was afraid of Pas.

"Far fromit. The rather fiery condemation of Pas this tine around acts
as a renm nder of what we ought to be fighting against. Pas is our nunber
one eneny and we should not forget that. We can vanquish themonly if we
stand as one."

Terengganu Umo |iaison committee deputy chief Datuk Idris Jusoh
expressed confidence that Umo was capable of crippling Pas.

"If we nanage to recapture Terengganu, Pas' fortress will be reduced to
smthereens for in the State resides four of the party's strongnen - its
acting president, vice-president, and Dewan U anak and Dewan Misl i nat
chiefs."

Today will mark the end of the 54th Umo assenbly. There will, w thout a
doubt, be another show of emotion. Amidst this nelancholy, however,
observers are sure that menbers will |eave the PWC with a new vigour and
will to give Dr Mahathir the "best farewell gift ever"” - an overwhel m ng
victory in the next general election.

This spiritedness and determination can only nean one thing - big
trouble for Pas.
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