16/ 07/ 2003
Um's contribution to community kicks off colum

Bal an Mbses; Ranl an Said; Lim Chee Wi

TO Mal aysi ans bel ow 40, the nane Toh Puan Uma Sanbanthan nay not ring a
bell, but older people will know her as the wife of the first Ml ayan

I ndi an Cabi net menber.

Mal aysi a Nanban yesterday featured her in a new columm cel ebrating
I ndi an wonen who have contributed over the decades to the community.

The newspaper quoted her as saying that the nation had changed
trenendously since 1957 when Tun V. T. Sanbanthan hel ned the M C and was
its representative in the post-I|ndependence Cabinet.

Ura told the newspaper that the plight of many Indians in the estates
had al so changed nostly due to the establishnent of the National Land
Fi nance Co-operative Society.

The driving force behind the NLFCS for many years, the nearly 80-years-
old Unma had much to do with the fact that the co-operative today has
several estates to its nane.

On Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, she said he had built
on the base established by the first Prime Mnister Tengku Abdul Rahman to
take the nation to new hei ghts.

Dr Mahathir, she said, had turned Mal aysia into an economc power to be
reckoned with on the international front.

Tam | Nesan, neanwhile, yesterday highlighted the plight of 14 famlies
who were being forced to |eave their hones in Lukut Estate, Negri
Senbi | an, by a housi ng devel oper who had obtained a court order to the
effect.
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