27/ 01/ 2003

Ungku Aziz rejects invitation to act as noderat or

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Royal Prof Ungku Abdul Aziz has turned down an
invitation to act as noderator for the proposed debate on Sekol ah Agama
Rakyat (SAR) or Peopl es' Religious Schools between Entrepreneur

Devel opnent M nister Datuk Seri Nazri Aziz and Pas Youth deputy head
Sal ehuddi n Ayub

Ungku Aziz said he had sent a letter on Tuesday to both Umo and Pas
expressing his decision to turn down the invitation.

"I hope all quarters will respect ny decision."

Ungku Azi z declined to say why he rejected the invitation.

Nazri and Sal ehuddi n had agreed to the debate on a personal basis to be
hel d on Feb 16 at the Dewan Tunku Cansel or, Universiti Mal aya.

On Jan 14, Chenderoh Umo Youth chi ef Shansul Anuar Nasarah, who is
Nazri's private secretary, and Pas Youth secretary M sbahul Minir Masduk
after a joint nmeeting, proposed that Ungku Aziz chair the debate. Pas and
Umo had in the past chall enged each other to debate on several issues but
none had materi al i sed.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had on Cct 25 said the
Governnent woul d tenporarily stop funding all privately run SAR due to
deviation fromtheir original syllabus and because students in sone
school s were being taught to hate the Governnent.
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