08/ 09/ 2003
Vi ol ence agai nst wonen “on the rise'

Farrah Naz Karim
KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Wbnen continue to becone victinms of violence with
statistics of them being raped and nurdered increasing by the year.

Wnen and Fanily Devel opnent M nister Datuk Seri Shahrizat Abdul Jali
said until Mrch al one, about400 wonen were raped while 105 were nurdered

Last year, 1,500 women were raped conpared to 1,200 cases in 2001.

She said in the wake of the worrying trend, the mnistry was planning to
| aunch the second phase of its "Wonen Agai nst Violence" canpaign, which
was first launched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad on
July 23, 2001.

Shahri zat, in her speech read by her political secretary R zal Merican
at the launch of a sem nar and workshop on Sel f-Defence for Ladies here,
said wonen had to be on their toes to protect thensel ves agai nst heinous
crines.

The event was organi sed by the Ml aysian A kido Association YZ Alliance
G oup Sdn Bhd and attended by 200 peopl e.

Present to enlighten the public and association nenbers on existing | aws
pertaining to the issue and the definitions of sexual harassnent and rape
was Bukit Aman Crinme Investigations Departnment's Chief Inspector Nor R za
Mai shah.

Nor Riza said while there had been an escalation in rape cases, the
inclination to commit the crinme at honme was npst ranpant.

She said reports showed statutory rape made up the |argest nunber of
such cases while fathers were the main perpetrators in incest cases.

She said studies al so reveal ed pornographic materials did not increase
the propensity to rape as only one case in Kelantan of such a nature was
recorded.

YZ Alliance chief executive officer Raja Royani Rafe'ah Raja Ahned
Si ffudin said wonen should not only take the "prevention is better than
cure" approach and equip thenselves with self-defence skills, but also
have mental toughness.

Ai ki do was one form of self-defence which women could learn to protect
t hensel ves, said Raja Royani, who is a nenber of the Ml aysian Aikido
Associ ati on.

Present was the Raja Puan Muda of Perlis, Tuanku Lailatul Shahreen
Akashah, who tried her hand at aikido by flooring an "attacker". English
Channel swi mer Datuk Abdul Malik Mydin was al so present.
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